NEWARK TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday

13" April 2022 in the Council Chamber, at the Town Hall.

Membership Present:

Councillor

J Henderson (Chairman) (Ap)

Councillors

J Baggaley (Ap)
Mrs | Brown (Vice-Chairman)
M Cope

E Cropper

Mrs R Crowe

R A Crowe

Mrs G Dawn (Ap)
L Geary

L Goff

D Ledger

J Lee

D Lloyd

T Mathias

Ms J Oliver (Ap)
J Olson

M Skinner

S Vickers (Ap)

Apologies for Absence:

Councillors

J Henderson, J Baggaley, Mrs G
Dawn, Ms J Oliver, S Vickers

Officers Present:

Deputy Town Clerk

Market Manager

James Radley

lan Harrison

Taking Notes:

PA to the Town Clerk

Helen Crossland

There were 2 members of the public present.

Venue:

Council Chamber, Newark Town Hall




As the Chairman had sent Apologies for this meeting, the Vice-Chairman took the Chair.

FGP74/21/22

FGP75/21/22

FGP76/21/22

FGP77/21/22

FGP78/21/22

Minutes of the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes
Committee held on Wednesday 16" March 2022

Clir L Geary reported to Members that Clir J Baggaley had requested an
amendment to the Minutes of the last meeting as follows:

‘Cllr J Baggaley then spoke; he felt very strongly that the Town Council should
do what they could to support the people of Ukraine. He also felt that we must
continue to work with allies and partners, showing a united front against Putin's
war of aggression. Cancelling the twinning trip at this time would send the
wrong message, and so he argued for maintaining the twinning. However, he
felt that money could be saved by not spending on the Mayor’s chain for
instance (next Agenda Iltem). It would show solidarity with Ukraine and Poland;
he thought that the Government might ‘match’ any such donation.’

Amendment is in RED.

Some discussion followed about this; Clirs M Cope and D Lloyd believed the
original Minute was correct.

After further discussion, it was AGREED to insert the above amendment.

The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on
Wednesday 16™ March 2022, with the above amendment, were then moved by
Clir M Cope and seconded by Clir D Ledger and will be signed in due course
by the Chairman.

Matters Arising
There were no other Matters Arising.
Declarations of Interest

It was AGREED to accept any Declarations of Interest as and when they arose
during the meeting.

Cemetery Buildings Update

Prior to the meeting, an Appendix to this Agenda Item had been circulated,
giving the updated estimates of cost.

The Vice-Chairman then asked if all Members had read the recommendations
and the Appendix. All Members confirmed that they had.

(i) Members then AGREED to recommend to the Town Council that a
supplementary estimate be approved for the difference in costing
(£76,000) to be met from Capital receipts.

(ii) Following on from (i) above, Members CONSIDERED and APPROVED
the proposals submitted by the Architects prior to an application for
planning permission, and approval for the cost from the Town Council.

Kelham Road Cricket Facilities

Clir M Cope declared a non-prejudicial interest in this Agenda ltem.

Clir E Cropper declared a non-prejudicial interest in this Agenda ltem.



FGP79/21/22

Clir Mrs Crowe said that all other N&SDC Councillors had a non-prejudicial
interest also.

The recommendation was proposed by Clir D Lloyd and seconded by Clir D
Ledger.

A vote was held and Members APPROVED the allocation of the residual
£81,953 towards Phase 2 of the Kelham Road Cricket project.

Events Update

Clir T Mathias began discussion of this item. She referred to page 20,
paragraph 3.4 and said she thought a decision had been made that the Town
Council were not supporting Newark Festival.

The Market Manager pointed out that the decision had been, in fact, to try and
find another location for the Festival in order to support it in future, as the
Riverside Park had proved unsuitable; the Town Clerk had been looking for an
alternative location but had been unsuccessful so far. He also said that it was
suggested that some ‘Newark Festival events. could be done with N&SDC, in
the Castle Grounds, which could hold up to 1,000 people.

Clir D Lloyd then spoke. He said he did not agree with recommendations (i),
(i) or (iii) in the Agenda Report.

He felt that:

(i) — saves the budget.

(ii) — saves it again.

(iii) — uses it for other things.

He also pointed out that the ‘brand’ of Newark Festival belongs to LHG.
CliIr Lloyd then proposed the following:

‘Retain the budgetary provision until such time it is confirmed that the Newark
Festival cannot proceed this calendar year.

Should it be formally cancelled, hold the four events as listed on Appendix 1 in
the Castle Grounds, and give the Town Clerk delegated authority to proceed
with this.’

This was seconded by Clir M Cope.

Clir J Olson agreed with ClIr D Lloyd; if a decision was not made, it would be
too late to do anything this year.

Clir L Geary proposed that some of the tickets for these events should be free
for the people of the town who were suffering hardship. She suggested this
could be administered by a local charity — the foodbank, for instance.

Clir D Ledger did not agree with the proposal; she said you cannot give with
one hand and take back with the other. Those people who were struggling
financially would not attend because of free tickets because they would still not
have any cash to spend at the event.

The Market Manager pointed out that there would be a number of other free
events within the Heart programme.

Discussion the moved onto the subject of the ‘Newark Beach’.

The Market Manager said they were trying to provide something different. The
size of the beach would be 18m x 14m, with 75 deck chairs, beach huts,
buckets and spades etc. The total cost was between £35-45,000 altogether



including security and themed activity, music, childrens workshops etc and that
the event would, if approved, take place in August 2022.

Security was an issue to be considered; this would cost between £3-4000.

This would not be funded by Newark Town Council but was coming from the
Newark Heart Project.

Clir M Cope asked about the risk to the current market traders; the Market
Manager said that it would not be a risk — it would improve the footfall. He also
informed Members that there would be no ‘entry charge’.

Clir T Mathias asked about the weight of the ‘beach’. The Market Manager
said that they would be looking at this going forward.

CliIr J Lee asked if it would not be better to have this in the Castle Grounds.

The Market Manager responded that the ‘Heart of Newark’ was here, in the
Town Centre and Market Place and that it was important to draw people into
the town centre to support the intent of the Heart project.

Clir D Ledger then spoke; she said she was quite excited about a beach in
Newark; she had visited similar in Nottingham and it was very popular.

Clir E Cropper asked about sustainability issues — what happens to the sand?

The Market Manager did not know but would look into this. He also said they
had been looking at an ice rink but the cost of that was prohibitive.

Clir M Skinner said he had also been to the Nottingham beach; it was very well
run. There was lots of street food, and also a huge security presence.

Clir L Geary went back to her original proposal to have free tickets for those
who are in hardship.

This was seconded by Clir J Olson.

Clir M Cope pointed out that ‘Newark Heart Project’ is not the Town Council’s
so that proposal could not be put at this meeting. He suggested that the
Market Manager be asked to make this happen via the correct avenue.

The Market Manager responded that if there was agreement for events in the
Castle Grounds at a later date, the Town Council would have some input into
those (re free tickets). He was very keen to ensure accessibility for all at least
for some events in the event programme.

A vote was then held on ClIr Geary’s proposal and it was NOT AGREED,
CliIr Lloyd’s proposal was then voted on, and the following was AGREED:

‘To retain the budgetary provision until such time it is confirmed that the
Newark Festival cannot proceed this calendar year.

Should it be formally cancelled, hold the four events as listed on Appendix 1 in
the Castle Grounds, and give the Town Clerk delegated authority to proceed
with this.’

Members NOTED the Draft Programme of events for 2022 incorporated into
the Newark Heart Project and gave permission for the necessary use of the
Market Place for them including the Beach project in August.

Meeting Closed: 8.50pm | Next Meeting: 15" June 2022




