NEWARK TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday
16" March 2022 in the Council Chamber, at the Town Hall.

Membership Present: Councillor J Henderson (Chairman)

Councillors J Baggaley

Mrs | Brown (Vice-Chairman)
M Cope

E Cropper

Mrs R Crowe (Ap)
R A Crowe (Ap)
Mrs G Dawn (Ap)
L Geary

L Goff

D Ledger

J Lee

D Lloyd

T Mathias

Ms J Oliver

J Olson

M Skinner (Ap)

S Vickers

Apologies for Absence: Councillors Mrs R Crowe, R A Crowe, Mrs G
Dawn, M Skinner

Officers Present: Town Clerk Alan Mellor

Deputy Town Clerk James Radley

Taking Notes: PA to the Town Clerk Helen Crossland

There was one member of the public present.

Venue: Council Chamber, Newark Town Hall




FGP61/21/22

FGP62/21/22
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Minutes of the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes
Committee held on Wednesday 16" February 2022

The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on
Wednesday 19" January 2022 were moved by Clir J Henderson and AGREED
as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising
There were no Matters Arising.
Declarations of Interest

It was AGREED to accept any Declarations of Interest as and when they arose
during the meeting.

Payment Schedules

Clir J Henderson moved the Payment Schedule report and Members AGREED
that payment in accordance with Payment Schedule 10/22 and 11/22 in the
sum of £187,029.79 (one hundred and eighty seven thousand, twenty nine
pounds and 79p) and £118,605.20 (one hundred and eighteen thousand, six
hundred and five pounds and 20p) respectively be APPROVED.

Voluntary Body/Community Events Grant Applications

Clir D Lloyd proposed, ClIr J Lee seconded, that the following application for
free use of the Town Hall be agreed:

(i) Children’s Bereavement Centre

Free use of rooms on 3 December 2022, to hold a concert to raise
funds for the charity at a total cost of £427.50.

Following a vote, this was AGREED.

It was proposed by Clir D Lloyd, seconded by Clir M Cope, that the application
from Bingham & District Choral Society for free use of rooms on 18" June 2022
to hold a lunch for members of the Choral Society and members of Scunthorpe
Choral Society following a concert in the Parish Church, be DECLINED.

Clir D Lloyd pointed out that the main organisation is not in Newark, and both
stated organisations were not raising charitable funds.

ClIr L Geary declared a personal interest in this item.

She said that she belonged to a choir outside of the area and felt that some of
the residents of Newark would benefit from this event.

ClIr Mrs Irene Brown agreed with Clir D Lloyd’s proposal.

A vote was held and Members DECLINED the above request as it was outside
of the Town Council’s remit and policy.
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Risk Register

The Town Clerk began discussion of this Agenda Item. He informed Members
that some of the risks had been downgraded; for example numbers 9, 10 and
13 (Southern Link Road, Devolved Services and Coronavirus). A new risk
however had been added; Inflationary Pressures.

Clir S Vickers had raised this issue at the previous meeting of the Full Town
Council.

The Town Clerk added that the Town Council was protected in the short term
from significant price rises as there are fixed price contracts in place for Gas
and Electricity, but these will run out at some point and it was sensible to be
aware of this.

Members then CONSIDERED the strategic risks as discussed in the Agenda
Report and APPROVED the revised Risk Management Strategy.

Internal Audit Report

Members ACCEPTED the Internal Audit Report and ENDORSED the proposed
actions in response to the report’'s recommendations.

Investment Strategy

The Town Clerk went through the report for the benefit of Members. He felt it
was good news, in that the original decision taken to invest surplus funds with
CCLA had been a wise one. The investment interest earned had supported the
Town Council’s revenue account.

He added that the investments in the Property Fund were now in a position of
capital appreciation which could lead to around £100,000.

(i) Members then APPROVED the withdrawals and additional investments
made during the current financial year to date.

(i) Members also CONSIDERED the performance of the investments
achieved through CCLA and AGREED that no changes or revisions of
the Town Council’s Investment Strategy were required.

Newark in Bloom — Hanging Baskets

Clir D Lloyd opened the discussion on this item.
He agreed with paragraph 4.2 in the report, and made the following proposal:

‘To accept the proposed fee of £68 plus VAT for hanging baskets provision,
offering a 50% discount for 2022/23 and 25% for 2023/24.

To additionally give the Town Clerk delegated authority to increase the
discount, in consultation with Group Leaders, if early feedback indicates a
reduction in take-up’.

The above proposal was seconded by Clir M Cope.
A vote was held and the proposal was AGREED.
(iv) Members NOTED the current position with peat free compost and the

Town Clerk said that this would also be covered later in the meeting
when the Climate Change Working Group was discussed, the meeting



of which had taken place earlier in the evening.

FGP70/21/22 Town Twinning

Clir M Cope opened the discussion of this item.

He said he was keen on the benefits of Twinning, however, he proposed to
decline this invitation — it was not appropriate at this point in time.

He felt that the invitation should be declined and suggested that as the Town
Council had not made a donation to the Ukraine Fund, the £800 estimated cost
of the trip plus a further £200, giving a total of £1,000, the approved budget
figure for Twinning expenses, should be used to give a donation to Sandomierz
to support refuges and their twin town of Ostrog in Ukraine.

This was seconded by ClIr J Lee, who reserved his right to speak.

Clir J Baggaley then spoke; he felt very strongly that the Town Council should
do what they could to support the people of Ukraine. He also felt that we must
continue to work with allies and partners, showing a unit front against Putin’s
war of aggression. Cancelling the twinning trip at this time would send the
wrong message, and so he argued for maintaining the twinning. However, he
felt that money could be saved by not spending on the Mayor’'s chain for
instance (next Agenda ltem). It would show solidarity with Ukraine and Poland;
he thought that the Government might ‘match’ any such donation.

Clir J Lee pointed out that Newark had a good record for supporting refugees,
from Afghanistan and Syria for instance.

Clir Mrs | Brown said that she had visited Sandomierz as the Town Mayor,
following the floods there, and had seen that devastation for herself. She
agreed that the money should be sent.

Clir S Vickers voiced his concern about tracking of audit trails and asked if
there was any more information.

Clir M Cope responded that respective Town Councils were dealing with it.
The Town Clerk reported that all monies so far had been sent to Sandomierz
with the message ‘please use this to help and support those refugees in
Sandomierz and/or other twin towns such as Ostrog’.

Clir M Cope requested a named vote.

The Town Clerk was asked what had been sent so far — he explained the
following:

Newark Twinning Association had sent £1,000.

Another £1,500 had been sent from public donations via the Town Council.
There is now approximately a further £1,000 that has come in from the public.
Clir J Baggaley said he objected to a named vote.

ClIr L Geary did not understand the figures being discussed, so the Town Clerk
went through them again.

A named vote was then held, the result of which was:

Clir FOR AGAINST ABSTAIN ABSENT

J Baggaley \

Mrs | Brown v
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M Cope

E Cropper

Mrs R Crowe

R A Crowe

Mrs G Dawn

L Geary \
L Goff v

J Henderson \

D Ledger

J Lee

D Lloyd

T Mathias

Ms J Oliver

< | 2| 2| 2| 2| <&

J Olson

M Skinner \

S Vickers v
TOTALS 11 0 3 4

Following the above vote, the invitation to attend the twinning event in
Emmendingen was DECLINED and the Town Council would contribute £1,000
to the Ukraine Appeal to be met from the Twinning budget.

Town Mayor’s Chain

Clir J Baggaley spoke on this item; he thought money would be better spent on
Ukraine and added again that he thought the UK Government might match this.

Clir D Ledger said that although she agreed with Clir J Baggaley’s sentiment,
she felt that something should be done with regard to the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee.

Clir M Cope pointed out that the budget would normally be used for the Past
Mayor and Consort badges at the end of a Mayoral term of office. Any
remaining budget could be sent to the Ukrainian Appeal.

Clir L Geary said that the Mayor’s Chain was a very historic piece of valuable
jewellery. She did not see why it needed any additions and thought that it
would, in fact, detract from the value of the chain.

The Town Clerk advised Members that the cost of this additional pendant
would be around £500.

Clir J Lee said he was a Royalist and supported this; the new pendant would
be around for a long time and add to the history of the Civic Regalia.
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Clir J Baggaley felt that the Queen had served this country extremely well, but
this addition was only for a small ‘clique’ of Members. The Queen’s motto is
‘Service and Sacrifice’ and she would approve of sending the funds to Ukraine.
He did not support this item.

A vote was then held which was tied. The Chairman used his Casting Vote
and Members DECLINED to add a pendant to the Town Mayor’s Chain to mark
the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth’s reign and the estimated cost of the
pendant, £500, be added to the Town Council’'s contribution to the Ukraine
Appeal.

Climate Change Working Group

Members CONSIDERED the Membership of the Climate Change Working
Group and re-appointed the membership as follows:

Conservative Group: Clir J Lee and Clir M Cope
The Alliance Group: Clir E Cropper and Clir J Henderson
Labour Group: Clir J Olson.

The Town Clerk then informed Members that there was one item from the
earlier meeting of the Climate Change Working Group that needed to be put
before this Committee.

The Working Group have proposed to this Committee that;

“The Town Council introduce Peat Free compost with effect from, no later than,
1t April 2023, subject to the Town Clerk advising the three Group Leaders of
the likely financial implications.*

Clir L Geary proposed, Clir D Lloyd seconded, that this Peat Free Compost
proposal be accepted.

A vote was held and this was AGREED.

Exclusion of the Press & Public
Members AGREED that:

Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by
Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972) the press and public be
excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the
committee’s remaining business involves the likely disclosure of exempt
information as defined in the Local Government (Access to Information)
(Variation) Order 2006, and the public interest in maintaining the exemption
outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.

Land Sale

Clir D Ledger spoke first and said she did not support this application. She felt
it would set a precedent.

Clir L Geary asked what size the strip of land was; the Town Clerk informed her
that it was approximately 4m x 40m.

Clir L Geary then asked if any consideration had been made with regard to the
appearance and biodiversity of this piece of land — could some conditions be
put on it.

Clir J Lee said that a Covenant could be put on this sale; no future building on it



for instance.

Clir E Cropper proposed, Clir D Ledger seconded, that the request for the sale
of the land adjacent to 22A Sawyers Close, Newark, be DECLINED.

A vote was held and it was AGREED not to sell this strip of land.

Meeting Closed: 8.30pm | Next Meeting: 13 April 2022




