NEWARK TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday
19t January 2022 in the Council Chamber, at the Town Hall.

Membership Present: Councillor J Henderson (Chairman) (Ap)

Councillors J Baggaley

Mrs | Brown (Vice-Chairman) (Ap)
M Cope

E Cropper

Mrs R Crowe (Ap)
R A Crowe

Mrs G Dawn (A)
L Geary

L Goff

D Ledger (Ap)

J Lee

D Lloyd

T Mathias

Ms J Oliver

J Olson

M Skinner (Ap)

S Vickers (Ap)

Apologies for Absence: Councillors J Henderson, Mrs | Brown, Mrs R
Crowe, D Ledger, M Skinner, S
Vickers

Officers Present: Town Clerk Alan Mellor
Town Clerk Designate Nigel Hill
Deputy Town Clerk James Radley

Taking Notes: PA to the Town Clerk Helen Crossland

There was one member of the public present.

Venue: Council Chamber, Newark Town Hall




As the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had sent Apologies, it was necessary to appoint a
Chairman for the meeting.

Clir J Olson proposed, Clir E Cropper seconded, that Clir J Baggaley be appointed as
Chairman for this meeting. A vote was held and this was AGREED.

Prior to starting the meeting, the Chairman welcomed the Town Clerk Designate, Mr Nigel Hill,
to the meeting.

FGP40/21/22 Minutes of the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes
Committee held on Wednesday 24" November 2021

The Town Clerk pointed out that there was an error in the Minutes as published
in the Agenda.

FGP34/21/22 — Land off Cedar Avenue
Para (ii) — to be amended to read:

“The Town Clerk advised that all the remaining N&SDC Councillors still present
were non-voting members of the Gilstrap Trust and therefore had a non-
prejudicial interest’.

With the above amendment, the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes
Committee meeting held on Wednesday 24" November 2021 were proposed
by ClIr J Olson, seconded by Clir E Cropper, and AGREED as a true and
accurate record and would be signed by the Chairman in due course.

FGP41/21/22 Minutes of the Special Finance & General Purposes Committee held on
Tuesday 7" December 2021

The Minutes of the Special Finance & General Purposes Committee held on
Tuesday 7" December 2021 were proposed by Clir M Cope, seconded by Clir
D Lloyd, and AGREED as a true and accurate record and would be signed by
the Chairman in due course.

FGP42/21/22 Matters Arising

FGP29/21/22 — Matters Arising

FGP11/21/22 — CliIr J Olson asked if there were any further developments with
regard to the Kiddey Stones; the Town Clerk said there was nothing further to
report, he was reliant on other people. He said he would endeavour to provide
an update before he left office at the end of March.

FGP28/21/22 — Minutes of the Climate Change Working Group 20.10.21

Clir E Cropper asked if a meeting had been arranged yet; the Town Clerk
responded that he was trying to set a date and that he would speak with the
Chairman.

FGP32/21/22 — Events Update
Queens Platinum Jubilee

Clir D Lloyd asked for an update; the Town Clerk informed Members that he
had sent an email earlier in the day to the Group Leaders with his proposals as
follows:

“Further to our meeting on Friday 14" January to discuss the arrangements for
agreeing next year’s estimates, we also discussed in outline the ideas for
celebrating the Queens Platinum Jubilee.
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The proposals | put forward included:

(i) Thursday 2" June — Lighting of a Beacon, possibly in the Market Place,
along with a short ceremony.

(ii) Friday 3" June — enhanced Market with some entertainment, linked in
with Steam Punk activities.

(iii) Saturday 4" June — enhanced Market with some entertainment, linked
in with Steam Punk activities. Possible informal picnic in the Castle
Grounds. A Steam Punk Ball in the Town Hall in the evening, free
rental but charges to cover NTC costs.

(iv) Sunday 5" June — Picnic in the Castle Grounds; NSDC are planning to
hold this — we can support it through provision of some entertainment.

In addition to the above, decorating the front of the Town Hall with red, white
and blue swags on the pillars and the balcony balustrade.

The Steam Punk community are keen to come to Newark and have already
started to book weekend accommodation in hotels and B&B’s. They need to
start to firm the arrangements up and are seeking as early decision as to
whether or not the Town Council are happy to support the above plan. | am
happy to give the green light to this if the three Group Leaders are happy for
me to do that under my Delegated Powers. Can you let me know your
thoughts as soon as possible”.

The Chairman agreed with the proposals set out above.

ClIr L Geary noted that her suggestion of a 1950’s themed Market had not been
mentioned and asked if this could be put into the picnic in the Castle Grounds
instead.

The Town Clerk said that he would discuss this with the District Council, to see
if it could be integrated into the Sunday Picnic.

It was AGREED that the Town Clerk should move the above proposals forward
under his Delegated Powers.

There were no other Matters Arising.

Declarations of Interest

It was AGREED to accept any Declarations of Interest as and when they arose
during the meeting.

Payment Schedules

Clir J Baggaley proposed, Clir Ms J Oliver seconded, the Payment Schedule
report and Members AGREED that payment in accordance with Payment
Schedule 8/22 in the sum of £243,005.49 (two hundred and forty three
thousand, five pounds and49p) be APPROVED.

Meeting Dates

Clir M Cope began discussion on this item.

He said he wanted to ‘do away’ with the recess in August; this was a regular
request from him, when setting the dates for the following years’ meetings. He
proposed that the Town Clerk re-do the dates, apart from the Planning
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Meetings, and spread them out more evenly, to include the month of August.
This was seconded by Clir J Lee; a vote was held, and it was NOT AGREED.

Clir J Baggaley then proposed, Clir L Goff seconded, that Members
CONSIDER the meeting schedule as set out in the Agenda Report and
AGREE to recommend it to the Town Council.

A vote was held, and this was AGREED.

Council Tax Base & Council Tax Referendum

The Town Clerk began discussion of this item and went through the Agenda
report. He felt that most of the information contained therein was generally
good news and it would assist the Town Council with setting the Precept for
next year.

The recommendations were proposed by Clir J Baggaley, seconded by Clir L
Geary.

(i) Members NOTED the Council Tax Base figure for the 2022/23 financial
year.

(ii) Members NOTED the Government's Consultation Paper on the Local
Government Finance Settlement for 2022/23.

Parks & Open Spaces
The Town Clerk went through the Agenda Report.

Clir J Lee proposed, Clir Ms J Oliver seconded, that the current SLA be
extended for two years, for the following reasons:

(i) This would give the Town Clerk Designate time to settle in.
(ii) The financial impact could be considered over this period of time.

Clir J Olson proposed, Clir E Cropper seconded, that the following provisos be
added to the SLA:

(i) ‘No Mow May’ should be observed.

(i) No hard pruning of hedging/shrubs at the end of the summer.
(iii) Ban the use of pesticides.

(iv) Peat free compost only to be used.

The Town Clerk then spoke; he said that over whatever period of time is
decided, discussion needs to be had with NSDC soon about how to manage
the sites in the future. There may be additional costs (or they could be lower).

He felt that the two proposals should be dealt with separately — one did not
depend on the other.

The Chairman asked the Town Clerk if the SLA was a ‘good deal’.

Clir L Geary wanted to know if the additions could be brought into the next
year.
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The Town Clerk responded that he would need to have these discussions with
NSDC; he needed to talk through what the implications were.

It may be that any changes to the specification of the SLA need to be ‘phased
in’, almost location by location.

ClIr L Geary said she was then not in favour of a two year extension.

Clir J Lee noted that there was no guarantee that the Town Council would
agree if the cost implications were too high.

The proposal by Clir J Lee was then voted on, and it was NOT AGREED.

The Chairman proposed, Clir E Cropper seconded, the original
recommendation to extend the current SLA with the District Council for the
maintenance of Parks & Open Spaces for a further year expiring on 315 March
2023 and this was AGREED.

Clir D Lloyd referred to the Agenda Report, 2.3, last paragraph, which related
to the proposal by the Climate Change Working Group to review each site
separately, and which was subsequently accepted by this Committee in
November 2020.

The Chairman asked if this had been done; the Town Clerk said that it had not,
but it needed to happen, irrespective of the proposals put forward at this
meeting.

Clir D Lloyd said he would support (iii) and (iv) of Clir J Olson’s provisos, but
not the other two.

CliIr J Olson said there should be a review of each and every site with a view to
increase the biodiversity of the Town Council’s Green Spaces and support the
bee population.

Clir L Geary suggested that the Town Clerk be asked to speak to NSDC about
the ‘broad’ plans for the sites this year. He could then also come back with a
timetable to carry out the work as recommended by the Climate Change
Working Group.

The Town Clerk said he was happy to take this up and come back to this
committee with the implications of this.

The proposal from Clir J Olson (as above) was then voted upon and it was
NOT AGREED.

Insurance

An Addendum was circulated prior to the meeting with the details of the
Insurance Quotes which had been received after the Agenda was sent out.

The Town Clerk wanted to put into context the reason for the seemingly high
cost of the quotes; he pointed out that the valuation figure of £15.6m was the
reason for this.

Clir D Lloyd proposed, Clir M Cope seconded, that all the recommendations be
accepted. A vote was held and:

(i) Members AGREED to accept the new three year Long Term Agreement
from Zurich Municipal Insurance at a cost of £27,235 per annum.

(i) In view of (i) above, Members DECLINED to undertake a competitive
tendering exercise for the Town Council’s Insurance cover.
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(i) As Members had AGREED to Recommendation (i) as above, Members
then APPROVED the exception to Standing Order 38 (2) as detailed in
the Report.

Clir E Cropper asked if the Town Council had looked at where Zurich put their
investments; the Town Clerk responded that he had not but was happy to ask
the question of Zurich.

Market Fees & Charges

The Town Clerk went through the Agenda Report and recommendations.

Following a brief discussion,

(i) Members AGREED that no general inflation increase be applied to
market rents for 2022/23.

(i)  Members AGREED to raise the fee for Promotional Pitches to £70 per
day and £80 per day with a trailer, with no reduction for a weekly charge.

(i) Members AGREED to introduce a formal ‘Hospitality Table & Chair
space’ charge for cafes using the Market Place, at a daily rate of £7 for a
table and four chairs.

Cemetery Fees & Charges

The Town Clerk went through the Agenda Report for the benefit of Members
and said the Deputy Town Clerk would be happy to take any questions.

Clir L Geary proposed, Clir J Olson seconded, an increase in Cemetery Fees
and Charges to be effective from 15t April 2022, of 7%.

The Chairman proposed, Clir T Mathias seconded, an increase in Cemetery
Fees and Charges to be effective from 15t April 2022, of 3%.

A vote was held on the first proposal (Clir L Geary) and the increase of 7% was
NOT AGREED.

Another vote was held on the second proposal (Clir J Baggaley) and the
increase of 3% was AGREED.

Cemetery Update

Clir E Cropper asked for clarification that the information in the Agenda Report
was public knowledge.

The Town Clerk confirmed this and added that all works would be subject to a
formal Planning Application.

Members then NOTED the progress regarding the redevelopment of the
Lodge, provision of garage/storage space and the redevelopment of the area
around the London Road entrance.

Meeting Closed: 8.45pm | Next Meeting: 16" February 2022




