NEWARK TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY 12™ OCTOBER 2022

Thursday 6" October 2022

Dear Councillor

You are summonsed to attend a meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee at 7.30pm on
Wednesday 12" October 2022, in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall.

Yours sincerely

Matthew Gleadell
Town Clerk
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NEWARK TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

Agenda Item No: 2 Committee Date: Wednesday 12" October 2022

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 7t
September 2022 in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall.

Membership Present: Councillor J Baggaley (Vice-Chairman) (Ap)

Councillors Mrs | Brown (Ap)
M Cope

E Cropper

Mrs R Crowe

R A Crowe

Mrs G Dawn (A)
L Geary

L Goff

J Henderson (Ap)
D Ledger

J Lee (Ap)

D Lloyd

T Mathias

Ms J Oliver

J Olson

M Skinner

S Vickers

Apologies for Absence: Councillors J Baggaley, Mrs | Brown,
J Henderson, J Lee

Officers Present: Town Clerk Matthew Gleadell

Taking Notes: PA to the Town Clerk Helen Crossland

There were no members of the public present.

Venue: Council Chamber, Newark Town Hall




As the Vice-Chairman had given apologies for the meeting, Clir D Lloyd proposed, Clir J Olson seconded, that
Clir D Ledger be appointed Chairman on this occasion. A vote was held and this was AGREED.

FGP32/22/23  Minutes of the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on
Wednesday 27" July 2022

It was NOTED that on page 6, FGP15/22/23 — Christmas Lights & Switch On Event,
paragraph 8, it had been Clir Mrs R Crowe who had suggested that Coddington School
could be included, not Clir J Olson.

It was also NOTED that the Committee Membership should be amended as Clir Mrs |
Brown was listed as the Vice-Chairman, this should be Clir J Baggaley.

With the amendments as noted above, the Minutes of the last meeting were proposed by
Clir J Olson, seconded by Clir Mrs R Crowe, and AGREED.
FGP33/22/23 Matters Arising

There were no other Matters Arising.

FGP34/22/23 Declarations of Interest

It was AGREED to accept any Declarations of Interest as and when they arose during
the meeting.

FGP35/22/23 Payment Schedules

Clir R A Crowe raised a question in relation to Vouchers with regard to ‘Cemetery
Upkeep’ and asked if there was any update on the Kiddey Stones.

The Town Clerk responded that he is due to meet with the Site Manager of the
Middlebeck development in the near future and would be pushing for the stones to be
included in the Middlebeck site as planned.

Clir R A Crowe then suggested that the Town Clerk should look at the Kiddey Stones
(liting the tarpaulin that is covering them) to ensure that the sandstone is in good
condition.

Clir J Olson asked for confirmation that the installation of the Kiddey Stones would be
going ahead as previously discussed.

The Town Clerk said he would know more once he had attended the aforementioned
meeting.

The Payment Schedules were proposed by CliIr L Goff and seconded by Clir L Geary.
Members then APPROVED Payment Schedules 03/23 and 04/23 in the sum of
£127,477.12 (one hundred and twenty seven thousand, four hundred and seventy seven

pounds and 12p) and £198,075.19 (one hundred and ninety eight thousand and seventy
five pounds and 19p) respectively.

FGP36/22/23 Urgent Decision taken under the Scheme of Delegation

Clir M Cope queried why it had been necessary to use the Scheme of Delegation for this
request; the date of the function was not until October, so it could have been on the next
Agenda Item for this Committee.

The Town Clerk explained that there had been some communication problems and the



FGP37/2/23

FGP38/22/23

application should have been on the last Agenda for this Committee. In order for the
applicant to plan the event in good time he had deemed it necessary to use the Scheme
of Delegation and had consulted with the Vice-Chairman of this Committee.

Members then NOTED the decision to SUPPORT the application for a Voluntary Body
Grant Application from the Emmaus Trust on Thursday 20" October 2022.

Voluntary Body/Community Events Grant Applications

It was proposed by Clir D Ledger, seconded by Clir L Goff that the following application
for free use of the Town Hall be agreed:

(i) Palace Singers

A request for use of rooms on the 11" October 2022 to hold a coffee morning
concert to raise funds for a local charity, The Emmaus Trust, at a total cost of
£195.00.

A vote was held and this request was AGREED.

Clir Mrs R Crowe declared a non pecuniary interest in the next application and would not
take part in the vote/discussion.

Discussion then followed in relation to the second request by the Newark & Sherwood
Concert Band.

Clir D Ledger was concerned that the allocated budget might be used up a lot earlier
than expected if the full amount was granted and proposed that the sum of £300 be
granted. CliIr L Goff seconded this proposal.

Clir D Lloyd then spoke; he asked if the Town Hall would get the income from the bar,
and also whether or not this Band gave the Town Council any discount for their
performances.

The Town Clerk replied that the Town Council would receive the bar income and other
Members confirmed that a discount had been given in the past for events they had been
booked for.

General discussion followed and Clir D Ledger withdrew her proposal.
It was decided that the application should be considered for the full cost as below.

(i) Newark & Sherwood Concert Band

A request for use of rooms on the 5" November 2022 to hold a 25" Anniversary
Dinner for the Band’s Members at a cost of £479.15

A vote was held and this request was AGREED.
Peat Free Compost for 2023

Clir D Ledger began the discussion on this Agenda Item and said she was happy to
accept the report.

Clir E Cropper then spoke at length on the subject. She was concerned that there had
not been any trials so far of peat free compost despite being told there would be since
December 2020, and it was also agreed by the Council in March of this year.

Cllr E Cropper also felt that the supplier's comments, as in the report, was not a good
reason to continue using peat and that they were not forward thinking enough.

She pointed out that there was now a legal requirement for the domestic use of peat in



FGP39/22/23

FGP40/22/23

compost to cease by 2024, and commercial use will also be banned by 2028.

Clir E Cropper then proposed that the Committee agree to the trials on the proviso that
the Town Council stop buying peat based compost by the time the compost needed to
be purchased for the 2024 displays. Further, that the Town Council should make the
public aware of what they are doing and the reasons why.

Clirs L Geary and J Olson agreed with Clir E Cropper.

Clir D Lloyd then spoke; he said he was almost in agreement with Clir E Cropper, but he
had no idea of any cost implications at this time. Any trials must be meaningful in order
for the Town Council to see the impact and avoid any reputational damage to the Town
Council

He agreed with the report and also felt that more ‘groups’ should be involved (Newark in
Bloom for instance).

The Town Clerk then told Members his vision of what could be done and said he would
welcome any input, or contacts that other people might have to assist in preparing for
peat tree as he himself is no horticultural expert.

Clir E Cropper suggested that other Councils who have moved to peat free compost
could be contacted for advice.

Following discussion Members AGREED to undertake a meaningful trial in 2023 to
assess the impact of peat free compost on floral displays, that in any event the Council
will move to Peat free in 2024 and appropriate public communications will occur to
advise of the change and the reasons why.

Allotment Fees and Charges

The Town Clerk went through the report.
Clir D Lloyd proposed, Clir M Cope seconded, a 4% increase to fees.

Clir E Cropper felt that the income from allotments should not be expected to match the
outgoings.

Clir L Geary asked why the water charges were so high on the Hawton allotment site;
the Town Clerk said he did not know. He suggested that ‘push’ taps could be installed
so that they could not be left turned on accidentally — this was thought to be a good idea.

Clir L Geary asked if the allotment holders on that site should be informed that they
might have to pay some additional costs for water usage.

Clir T Mathias noted that the Council has to provide this public service, but also pointed
out that there were only 303 people getting it.

Clir D Ledger then went through some figures she had worked out and proposed an
increase to the allotment charges to 25p per square metre.

Clir T Mathias seconded the proposal.
Clir D Lloyd withdrew his initial proposal.
A vote was held and it was AGREED to increase allotment fees to 25p per square metre.

Sherwood Avenue Bowls Club — Storage Facility

Members NOTED the contents of the report.
Clir D Lloyd proposed, CliIr J Olson seconded the recommendation as follows:

To give the Landlord consent to the erection and installation of a storage container with
the proviso that the container is painted a suitable green colour and is appropriately



FGP41/22/23

FGP42/22/23

FGP43/22/23

FGP44/22/23

screened close to its boundary with the highway and also to minimise its negative visual
impact for those using the bowling green.

It was also noted that the bowls club would still have to seek appropriate planning
permission.

A vote was held and it was AGREED to adopt the recommendation.

CCLA Mandate

Clir D Ledger proposed, Clir D Lloyd seconded:

To AGREE to the changes to signatory arrangements and policy for the operation of the
CCLA investment accounts as set out in the report.

Therefore, the current signatories for both the Deposit Fund and the Property Fund
which are Matthew Gleadell and James Radley, will be replaced by Matthew Gleadell
and Sean Alcock.

Members then discussed the addition of some Member signatories and an internal policy
created around access to and investments into the fund. The Proposed Policy
Arrangement and additional member signatories as set out in the Agenda Report was
AGREED.

Motion to Exclude the Press and Public

Clir D Ledger proposed, and Clir L Geary seconded that under the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the Local Government
Act 1972) the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the
grounds that the Committee’s remaining business involves the likely disclosure of
exempt information as defined in the Local Government (Access to Information)
(Variation) Order 2006, and the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs
the public interest in disclosing the information.

Exempt Minute from FGP Committee held on Wednesday 27" July 2022

Clir D Ledger proposed, ClIr L Goff seconded that the Exempt Minute be accepted. A
vote was held and this was AGREED.

Staffing and HR
Clir L Geary declared a personal interest in this item.

(i) It was AGREED to suspend Standing Order 37 and that NTC engage the
services of Personnel Advice and Solutions as their HR adviser.

(ii) The potential financial impact of the National Pay Agreement on the Council’'s
financial position was NOTED.

(i) Members also NOTED the challenges created by the National Pay Agreement
on the grading and pay of certain roles within the Council and AGREED to
support appropriate external reviews being undertaken, as outlined in the
Agenda Report.

Meeting Closed: 20.40pm | Next Meeting: 12t October 2022
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Agenda ltem No: 4 Committee Date: Wednesday 12'" October 2022

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

SUBJECT: PAYMENT SCHEDULE 5/23

REPORT BY: TOWN CLERK

11

21

3.1

Recommendations

Members to Approve the attached Payment Schedule 5/23.
Background

Payment Schedule 5/23 appended to this report.

Financial, Legal, Equality, Risk & Environmental Issues

None.
Background Papers: None
Lead Officer: Matthew Gleadell

Tel: 01636 684801
Email: matthew.gleadell@newark.qov.uk
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DIRECT DEBITS

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT SCHEDULE 05/23 31.08.22
Voucher Number Payee Budget Amount

567 - 568 | ASD Wholesale TH Bar £912.37

569 - 572 | British Gas Buttermarket Electricity £35.81

573 | BT Telephones £267.62

574 | Hyundai Finance Civic Car £254.40

575 | Natwest Cards Subsistence £150.00

576 | Natwest Cards Operation London Bridge £65.90

576 Newark Heart Promotions £176.20

576 Newark in Bloom £135.01

576 PC Materials £345.60

576 TH M&E £29.26

577 | NSDC Rates £7,065.00

578 | Safety Measures Health & Safety £88.80

579 -580 | SSE Market Electricity £327.68

581 - 583 | Total Energies Market Electricity £29.19

584 - 585 | Total Energies PC Electricity £590.05

586 | Total Energies P & O/S Electricity £194.08

587 - 588 | Total Energies Buttermarket Electricity 3032.74

589 | Total Energies TH Gas £1,989.70

590 | Total Energies ENV Gas £216.14

591 - 592 | Total Energies PC Gas 141.35

593 -595 | UK Fuels Vehicle Running Costs £181.81

596 | UK Fuels Fuel - Mowers £224.14

597 - 598 | UK Fuels Civic Car £79.73

599 | Worldpay Bank Charges £228.85

Total 16761.43

Grand Total 274214.92

CHEQUES
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT SCHEDULE 05/23 31.08.22
Voucher Number Payee Cheque No Budget Amount

447 | Newark Parish Church Bellringers 19180 | Mayor Making 150.00
Total 150.00
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AUTOPAY

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT SCHEDULE 05/23 31.08.22
Voucher Number Payee Budget Amount
448 | Ann et Vin TH Bar 194.00
449 | AO Cumbernauld Payroll 14424.67
450 - 452 | Arco Ltd Market Equipment 161.45
453 | Banner Group Ltd Printing & Stationery 37.27
454 - 455 | Bingham Ground Services P & O/S R&R 28399.08
456 | BUNZL TH M&E 264.26
457 | Cashin E Uniform 27.50
458 | Churches Fire Security Ltd Cemetery Upkeep 171.42
459 | Click Waste Cemetery Upkeep 716.77
460 | Coachpainters Ltd Vehicle Running Costs 797.93
461 | Creamer M Uniform 27.99
462 | Creasey N Market promotions 80.00
463 | Donaldson L Damage Waiver 209.00
464 | EDF Market Electricity 8.45
465 | EE Telephones 99.28
466 | ENVA Ltd Market Refuse 3757.98
467 | Farmstar ENV Tools & Equipment 83.33
468 - 471 | Fools Paradise Newark Heart promotions 4116.00
472 | Generation Pro Cycling Events Newark Heart promotions 288.00
473 | GofflL Mayors Allowance 193.40
474 | Great Minds Creative Queens Jubilee 270.00
475 - 476 | Great Minds Creative Newark Heart promotions 1014.00
477 | Guy Taylor Associates Capital Receipts 6600.00
478 | Harrison | Travel - 25.70
479 | Haynes RJ Market promotions 150.00
480 | Helliwell Horticulture Newark in Bloom 246.00
481 | Hill L Newark Heart promotions 440.00
482 | Hind C Market promotions 200.00
483 | Hockley Hustle Ltd Music Festival 20000.00
484 | iHasco Ltd Training 2280.00
485 - 486 | lliffe Media Appointments 2174.40
487 | Intouch Now Computers 107.96
488 | Isaac Butterworth Ltd Market R&R 1764.78
489 | Jackson D Health & Safety 25.00
490 | Landscape Supply Company ENV Tools & Equipment 305.86
491 | Lidsters of Worksop Cemetery Tablets 579.74
493 | Liz Hobbs Group Music Festival 54000.00
493 | Liz Hobbs Group Brass Explosion 10200.00
494 - 497 | Macandrew A Market promotions 720.00
498 | Marshall & Sons P & O/S Repairs & Maintenance 3270.00
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499 | Martin B Market promotions 175.00
500 | MEC Recycling Cemetery Upkeep 150.00
501 | Milvill PC Materials 205.75
502 | Mole Country Stores ENV Tools & Equipment 12.98
503 | Moonshiners Newark Heart promotions 200.00
504 | Newark Half Marathon Newark Half Marathon 1000.00
505 | Newark Heritage Forum Recharges 25.00
506 | Newark Security Services P & O/S Security 856.08
507 - 508 | NSDC P & O/S Repairs & Maintenance 816.00
509 | N & S Locksmiths Market Repairs & Maintenance 72.00
510 | N &S Locksmiths TH M&E £37.20
511 | Nottinghamshire in Focus Newark Heart promotions 114.00
512 | Notts CC Payroll 15067.63
513-514 | NTC Pay Account Payroll 38071.60
515 | Portal Plan Quest Ltd Capital Receipts 1880.20
516 | Premier Steel Buildings Capital Receipts 300.00
517 | RBS Ltd Computers 151.20
518 - 522 | Reflect Recruitment Payroll 1519.57
523 | Roberts LO Newark Heart promotions 900.00
524 | Saunders J Payroll 420.00
525-526 | Sayers F Newark Heart promotions 210.00
527 | Schofield A Market promotions 200.00
528 | Screwfix Uniform 47.98
529 -530 | Screwfix ENV Tools & Equipment 392.81
531-532 | SCS Ltd Computers 193.51
533 -534 | Second Element Maintenance & Equipment 528.00
535 | Security 2 Th Bookings 809.10
536 | Shirebrook Miners Welfare Band Sunday Band Concerts 385.00
537 -538 | SLCC Appointments 741.60
539 | Smith Electrical TH M&E 136.80
540 | Smith S Newark Heart promotions 250.00
541 | South Wales Computers Computers 156.00
542 | Sweet Emotions Market promotions 200.00
543 | Syston Doors P & O/S Repairs & Maintenance 730.80
544 | TC Harrison Vehicle Running Costs 60.00
545 | The Business Newark Heart promotions 325.00
546 | Thomson C Newark Heart promotions 125.00
547 - 549 | Tullett Machinery Ltd Mowers 1246.13
550 | Ultimate Print & Design Armed Forces Day 75.00
551 - 552 | Ultimate Print & Design Newark Heart promotions 432.00
553 - 554 | Ultimate Print & Design Market promotions 558.80
555 | Viking Printing & Stationery 77.34
556 - 558 | Virgin Media Telephones 650.52
559 | Walters Cleaning Services TH M&E 138.00
560 | Watch it Security Allotment Repairs & 450.24
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Maintenance

561 | Watch it Security Cemetery Upkeep 828.53
562 | Wilcop Media Ltd Newark Heart promotions 96.00
563 | Willows Nursery Newark in Bloom 8978.50
563 | Willows Nursery Cemetery Upkeep 5101.00
564 | Wordprint Ltd Civics 126.00
565 | Wordprint Ltd Mayors Allowance 44.40
566 | Yellow Bus Events Newark Heart promotions 12750.00

Total 257453.49
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Agenda ltem No: 5 Committee Date: Wednesday 12'" October 2022

1.1

21

22

2.3

2.4

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

SUBJECT: EXTERNAL AUDIT

REPORT BY: MATTHEW GLEADELL

Recommendations
That members note the outcome of the External Audit report.
Background

External audit is a process by which the Councils financial affairs are assessed annually
by a government appointed auditor.

The documentation that supports the audit process is the document known as the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return (‘AGAR’) which Councillors approve for
submission annually.

The external auditors have now completed their work and a copy of the completed
external audit certificate is attached.

The matters identified in relation to the Doris Bainbridge Trust are not a concern. The
Clerk as a legally trained chartered legal executive is happy that the will trust of Doris
Bainbridge is being appropriately managed by the Council. It is internally audited in its
own right; accounts are kept separate from the main accounts of the Council and there is
no requirement for the trust to be registered as a charity.

Financial, Legal, Equality, Environmental & Risk Issues

Contained in the report.

Background Papers: Audit return and financial accounts

Lead Officer: Matthew Gleadell

Tel: 01636 684801
Email: matthew.gleadell@newark.gov.uk
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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of Newark Town Council - NT0121

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibifity as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAC), A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, t does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Govemment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website —
https:/fwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that ithas a
sound system of intemal control. The authonty prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarses the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and

= confirms and provides assurance on those matiers that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditar report 2021/22
|Dnl!ma'ar of Sections 1 and 2 of 1he ANNES GOvernance and mﬂ;ﬂu [AGARY), In our opinion the Infomation in
Secions 1and 2 of he AGAR s In accordance with Pﬂ!mmm came 1o our attention glving cause for concern thal
relevant legisiaton and requeatory requirements

have

(Other mattess not affecting our opinion which we dras Io the aientan of M Juthortly.

|Thue it hority has i ‘Yet' to Section 1, Assertion 9 and Section 2, Box 11 in respect of trusts Funds and has informed us that It I
beneficiary of 2 will trust which is not o registered charity. As the trust s not registered with the Chardty Comenission we have been unable to
MNNMIHM:tutum!mleml.mmclrMithumﬁsmmmlhllltbmm‘nmaymmuedmhgm”mﬁr
We r i that the smoller authorfty seeks advice a5 ba the legal status of the trust, whether they should be declaring themselvey

s aofe aging trustee or whether the fund should in fact be treated as a ring-fenoed nserve.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Retumn, and discharged our responsibiiities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2022

External Auior Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
Bxdemal Audtor Signature FUys Littlejonn LLf Date 27/09/2022

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to extemal auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGNI02. The AGN is avaiable from the NAO website (www.na0.org.uk)

Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn 2021/22 Form 3 Page 8 of 6
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Agenda Item No: 6 Committee Date: 12'" October 2022

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

SUBJECT: EXILE — INVITATION TO NEWARK DELEGATION TO ATTEND

EXHUMATION AND REPATRIATION OF POLISH PRESIDENTS IN

SERVICE IN WARSAW

REPORT BY: MATTHEW GLEADELL

1.1

22

2.3

24

2.5

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

Recommendations

That members note the invitation from Poland to send a Newark delegation of up to 4
persons to the funeral service of the Presidents in exile which will be held in Warsaw on
Saturday 12" November and to determine who will form that delegation.

Background

Newark Town Council is providing support and assistance to the Polish government in
the exhumation and repatriation of 3 Polish Presidents in exile who are currently interred
in Newark Cemetery.

The 3 presidents are due to be laid to rest in Warsaw on the 12" November at the Temple
of Divine Providence.

The Polish government is inviting a delegation of 4 persons appointed by Newark Town
Council to represent Newark at the funeral service.

The costs of attendance at the funeral will be met by the Polish Government including
flights, accommodation, and transport in Poland.

Flights to and from Poland will be on a Polish government flight to and from London on
the 10" and 12" November. Delegates are expected to return to London late on the
evening of the 12" November or early hours of the 13" November (flight times are still to
be confirmed).

The funeral service in Warsaw will receive significant attention from the Polish media and
may be televised.

Whilst there is no formal protocol for attendance, historic precedent set by the
repatriation of General Sikorski suggests the Mayor should attend, just as the Mayor of
Newark escorted General Sikorski to Poland as part of their repatriation in 1993.

Members may also wish to give serious consideration to extending an invitation to a
representative of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission who ultimately have been
responsible for the maintenance of the graves of the 3 Presidents and the wider Polish
War graves section of Newark Cemetery itself.

At the time of preparation of this report final details of accommodation and itinerary
during the visit is still to be finalised.
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Financial, Legal, Equality, Environmental & Risk Issues

The only financial implication will be the transportation of the delegation to and from
London. In the case of the Mayor this might be addressed by way of use of the Mayoral

car.

Background Papers:

Working correspondence with Polish Consulate

Lead Officer:

Matthew Gleadell
Tel: 01636 684801

Email: matthew.gleadell@newark.gov.uk
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Agenda Item No: 7 Committee Date: 12'" October 2022

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

SUBJECT: MAYORAL CHAIN ADDITIONS
REPORT BY: TOWN CLERK

1. Recommendations

1.1 That members note 2 separate requests (detailed below) for additions to the Mayoral
chain and determine and resolve if those requests are to be granted.

1.2 In respect of the Polish eagle (see below), members are asked to consider if they are
willing to offer any financial support towards the cost of the addition.

2 Background

PLATINUM JUBILEE ADDITION

21 A proposal for an addition to the Mayoral chain to mark the now late Queen’s Elizabeth
II's platinum jubilee was considered by Council earlier this year. At the time it was agreed
not to progress the proposal but that the cost of the addition would instead be donated to
the Ukraine.

2.2 Councillor Max Cope has now come forward with an offer to meet the cost of the addition
to the Chain. The Councillor would however wish to include an engraving on the rear of
the addition that would serve as a tribute to his late father who themselves was a
Councillor and previous Mayor at Newark Town Council.

2.3 An image of the proposed addition is shown below:
The addition would sit at the rear of the Chain (at the back of the neck when worn).

24 As there are no cost implications now for the Council itself on the basis of the addition

being privately funded, members are asked again to consider if they wish to allow for the
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2.5

2.7

2.8

2.9

addition to the Chain proposed. (Note that 6 months has elapsed since the previous
resolution)

POLISH EAGLE ADDITION

A request has been received from the Polish Airmen’s Association to present the Town
Council with an addition to the Mayoral chain in the form of an eagle to represent the
Councils strong links with the Polish community.
The image below shows an example of the addition on the civic chain for Wandsworth
Borough Council.
The addition is shown just above the main civic badge being round in shape with a red
background.
The cost of the addition is estimated by the Polish Airmen’s Association at around £1000
and whilst they are seeking to raise the necessary funds, they have indicated that any
donation from the Council itself would be very welcome.
Financial, Legal, Equality, Environmental & Risk Issues
Contained in the report.

Background Papers: Working e-mails and documents.

Lead Officer: Matthew Gleadell

Tel: 01636 684801
Email: matthew.gleadell@newark.qgov.uk
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Agenda Item No: 8 Committee Date: 12" October 2022

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

SUBJECT: SKATE PARK - SHERWOOD AVENUE PLAY AREA

REPORT BY: MATTHEW GLEADELL

1.1

1.2

22

2.3

24

2.5

27

2.8

Recommendations

That members support a formal approach to Newark and Sherwood District Council for
support in seeking grant fund opportunities to provide a replacement skate park at Sherwood
Avenue.

That members allocate £10,000 from the Councils Devolution Reserve account (current
value £165,777) towards the cost of a new skate park at Sherwood Avenue.

Background

Newark Town Council is the owner of the skate park at Sherwood Avenue which is located
within a larger site consisting of play equipment, gardens, and a basketball court. The site
formed part of the many sites passed to the Town Council under the devolution agreement
concluded in 2015.

It has previously been reported that the skate park equipment is close to reaching the end of
its serviceable life and for safety reasons will soon need removing or replacing.

The Clerk has recently discussed the skate park with an officer at Newark and Sherwood
District Council who has suggested it may be prudent to seek their assistance with
developing an appropriate grant funding bid for the replacement of the skate park. This type
of administrative support was envisaged within the scope of the services to be provided by
NSDC as part of the devolution arrangements.

The development of a funding bid will be a significant piece of administrative work.
Depending on the specification of any new skate park the cost of replacement could easily
exceed £100,000. If a significantly enhanced offer is pursued costs will be even greater still.
External funding will therefore be very welcome.

The proposed fund allocation of £10,000 will serve as match funding for any grant application
and will demonstrate a financial commitment to the project by the Town Council. Any funder
will expect to see a degree of support funding from other parties as part of a successful grant
bid.

A significant project such as this will require consultation and input from various
stakeholders. Members will have opportunity as the project develops to provide appropriate
input and will be kept informed of progress.

As part of any assessment of available grant funds the Clerk will review with officers from
NSDC if there is opportunity for a wider site-based improvement scheme to be considered.
The site has play equipment that has seen better days and indeed some equipment has
already been removed for safety reasons. Generally, the site would benefit from some fresh
investment.
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3. Financial, Legal, Equality, Environmental & Risk Issues

3.1 In the absence of any action being taken to replace the skate park its removal will be forced

in the not-too-distant future for safety reasons.

Background Papers:

Working e-mails with NSDC officers.

Lead Officer:

Matthew Gleadell
Tel: 01636 684801

Email: matthew.gleadell@newark.gov.uk
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