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     Newark  Town  Council 
 
 Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU 
 Tel: 01636 680 333  ~  Fax: 01636 680 350 
 Email: post@newark.gov.uk  ~   Website: www.newark.gov.uk  

 
  
 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 
12th October 2022 in the Council Chamber, at the Town Hall. 
 

Membership Present: Councillor D Ledger (Chairman)  

 

 

 

Councillors 

 

 

 

 

J Baggaley (Vice-Chairman) 

Mrs I Brown  

M Cope  

E Cropper  

Mrs R Crowe  

R A Crowe  

Mrs G Dawn (Ap) 

L Geary 

L Goff    

J Henderson (Ap) 

J Lee 

D Lloyd (Ap) 

T Mathias  

Ms J Oliver  

J Olson 

M Skinner  

S Vickers (Ap) 

Apologies for Absence:  Councillors Mrs G Dawn, J Henderson 

D Lloyd, S Vickers 

Officers Present: Town Clerk 

Operations Manager 

CHN Programme Development 

Matthew Gleadell 

Sean Alcock 

Bonnie Mitchell 

Taking Notes: PA to the Town Clerk Helen Crossland 

 There were 2 members of the public and 1 member of the press present. 

Venue: Council Chamber, Newark Town Hall 
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Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Town Clerk introduced Bonnie Mitchell to Members, 
as the Cultural Heart of Newark Programme Development Officer, and welcomed her to Newark 
Town Council. 
 

FGP45/22/23 Minutes of the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 
held on Wednesday 7th September 22  

 FGP35/22/23 – Payment Schedules 

Cllr R A Crowe asked for a further update following his question at the last 
meeting.   

The Town Clerk confirmed that he had met with Urban & Civic and the Kiddey 
Stones are included in their plans as part of the development at Middlebeck. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr M Cope, seconded by Cllr 
M Skinner and AGREED. 

FGP46/22/23 Declarations of Interest  

 It was AGREED to accept any Declarations of Interest as and when they arose 
during the meeting. 

FGP47/22/23 Payment Schedules 

 The Payment Schedules were proposed by Cllr J Lee and seconded by Cllr M 
Cope (who declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item). 

The Chairman informed Members that she had queried a number of Vouchers 
with the Town Clerk, for clarity, and was happy with the explanation. 

The numbers were: 

454-455 Bingham Ground Services (Barnby Road Play Area) 

463 – Damage Waiver 

477 – Guy Taylor Associates 

498 – Marshall & Sons 

Cllr J Olson referred to 454-455 above and said she had heard complaints about 
the style of the revisions made and felt that the amount of money spent was not 
good value. 

The Town Clerk responded; he said that concerns had been raised about the 
safety of the area by N&SDC as the maintenance contractors which led to the 
work taking place.  He said that this was before he took office but that he would 
have consulted Members about the design.  He also pointed out that safety 
surfacing is incredibly expensive and that the cost was entirely reasonable, 
according to his experience. 

Members then APPROVED Payment Schedule 05/23 in the sum of £257,453.49 
(two hundred and fifty seven thousand, four hundred and fifty three pounds and 
49p). 

FGP48/22/23 External Audit 

 Members NOTED the outcome of the External Audit report. 
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FGP49/2/23 Exhumation and Repatriation of Polish Presidents in Exile – Invitation  to 
Newark Delegation to attend Service in Warsaw 

 Members NOTED the invitation from Poland to send a Newark delegation of up 
to 4 persons to the funeral service of the Presidents in exile which will be held in 
Warsaw on Saturday 12th November. 

Discussion then followed to determine who would form the delegation. 

Cllr J Baggaley spoke first; he proposed that the Mayor, the Chairman of N&SDC 
and the Lord Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire should attend. 

Cllr M Cope then spoke; he agreed that the Mayor should go.  He also informed 
Members that he was aware that the Deputy Lord Lieutenant Andrew Pulford 
would not be in the country and suggested that the Town Clerk should contact 
the Lieutenancy office to see if there was a substitute available for that weekend. 

He also felt that it would be appropriate to include a member of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  Further, he proposed that the Town 
Clerk should accompany the Mayor, to look after the Mayors chain. 

Cllr J Baggaley withdrew his proposal and seconded the proposal above from 
Cllr M Cope. 

Cllr L Geary asked if the 2 organisations approached could consider a female 
representative. 

At this point in the meeting Cllr L Goff read out some historical information 
regarding the Polish War Grave in Newark Cemetery and re-iterated the ties 
between Newark and Poland. 

 The proposal was therefore: 

‘The Town Mayor, the Town Clerk, a representative from the Lieutenancy and a 
member of the Commonwealth War Graves should be invited to form the 
delegation from Newark, to attend the funeral service in Warsaw on Saturday 
12th November 2022’. 

A vote was held, and this was AGREED. 

FGP50/22/23 Mayoral Chain Additions 

 Cllr J Lee spoke on this agenda item; he said he supported the addition of the 
Polish Eagle. 

Cllr L Goff informed Members that some other areas already have this on their 
chains. 

Cllr M Cope declared a pecuniary interest in this agenda item.  He spoke about 
the addition of the Platinum Jubilee addition to the chain and said that he felt this 
would be a way to commemorate the memory of his late father, Roland. 

He also liked the idea of the Polish addition but thought that it should be 
removable as it may not be appropriate on all occasions.  Regarding contributing 
to the cost, he felt that if the Polish Airmen’s Association were offering this as a 
gift, then it should be accepted as such with no financial contribution. 

Cllr J Baggaley agreed with both additions, and also that the Polish Eagle should 
be removable as suggested by Cllr M Cope.  He also agreed that it should be 
accepted as a gift. 

Cllr T Mathias agreed with the proposals. 

Cllr L Geary then spoke; she felt that the two additions would be prominent, and 
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she would prefer to see the chain stay as it was. 

Cllr L Geary noted that there is a chain for the Mayoress, but the Consort only 
has a badge.  Perhaps a chain for the Consort could be considered in the future. 

Cllr Mrs I Brown said she supported the additions and she had been 
disappointed when Members had not agreed to the Platinum Jubilee addition at 
the meeting six months ago. 

Cllr M Cope responded that at the time it had been a cost issue and that the 
Ukrainian situation had been much more prominent.  The proposals at this 
meeting would mean that both additions could be made, if agreed. 

The two requests for additions to the Mayoral chain were then proposed by Cllr 
M Cope and seconded by Cllr J Baggaley. 

 (i) A vote was held and Members AGREED that Cllr M Cope could add the 
Platinum Jubilee Addition to the Mayoral chain, to include an engraving on 
the reverse as a tribute to his late father. 

 (ii) Members also AGREED that the Polish Airmen’s Association could 
present an addition to the Mayoral chain as shown in the image contained 
in the Agenda report. 

Members DECLINED to contribute to the cost of this addition, but to 
accept it as a gift as offered in the report. 

FGP51/22/23 Skate Park – Sherwood Avenue Play Area 

 Cllr J Olson said that this park was very important for the community and was 
well used. 

Cllr E Cropper said that some investment was required and asked if there was 
any scope to speak to the people that use the park to see what they need, not 
just what the Town Council thinks they need. 

Cllr M Cope supported this; his only concern had been whether it was used but 
Cllr J Olson had spoken about this earlier. 

The Town Clerk then spoke.  He said that grant funding was not guaranteed – 
some bids are successful, and some are not. 

Cllr Mrs I Brown felt it was nice to see something being done in the town. 

Cllr J Baggaley thanked the Town Clerk for this report and said he welcomed this 
kind of proposal. 

Cllr J Lee fully supported this but said that Members should also look at other 
communities – Bridge, Devon and Middlebeck for instance.  The town is quite a 
distance from some of these areas and maybe some provision could be made in 
the future.  Community assets should be in the community. 

Cllr L Geary agreed with Cllr E Cropper; it makes a big difference when there is 
some youth involvement in these projects. 

Cllr J Olson proposed and Cllr L Goff seconded the recommendations and a vote 
was held. 

 Members AGREED to ask the Town Clerk to make a formal approach to N&SDC 
for support in seeking grant fund opportunities to provide a replacement skate 
park at Sherwood Avenue. 

 Members also AGREED to allocate £10,000 from the Councils Devolution 
Reserve account (current value £165,777) towards the cost of a new skate park 
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at Sherwood Avenue. 

FGP52/22/23 Motion to Exclude the Press and Public 

 Cllr D Ledger proposed, and Cllr M Cope seconded that under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972) the press and public be excluded from the remainder of 
the meeting on the grounds that the Committee’s remaining business involves 
the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Local Government 
(Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006, and the public interest in 
maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

The public and press left the meeting at this point. 

FGP53/22/23 Land Sale Request – Sawyers Close 

 The Chairman began discussion of this item; she said she stood by her original 
objections. 

Discussion followed mainly regarding access rights, any type of licence that may 
be required and costs involved.  

The Town Clerk was asked for clarification and went through the reasoning in 
the report for Members benefit. 

After much further discussion Cllr J Lee proposed, Cllr L Goff seconded that the 
request be refused. 

A vote was held and the Land Sale Request was NOT AGREED. 

FGP54/22/23 Internal Audit Arrangements for 22/23 Financial Year 

 The Town Clerk went through the Audit Report contained in the agenda. 

Cllr Mrs R Crowe and Cllr J Baggaley supported changing the auditor. 

Cllr R A Crowe informed Members he had worked with the suggested new 
auditor previously and agreed with the change. 

Cllr J Lee gave a word of caution and said that sometimes the cost can be more 
than quoted if more work is involved. 

The Town Clerk said that due diligence had been carried out when compiling the 
report. 

Cllr D Ledger proposed, Cllr Mrs R Crowe seconded, that the internal auditor be 
changed for the 22/23 financial year. 

A vote was held, and it was AGREED to appoint Assurance Lincs as the Town 
Council’s Internal Auditors for the 22/23 financial year. 

FGP55/22/23 Allocation of R&R Funds to Anticipated Expenditure 

 The Town Clerk went through the Agenda report. 

Cllr D Ledger asked if there were any figures available yet for the Town Hall 
Roof and Gutters, and the Town Hall Lift. 

The Operations Manager reported that he was currently seeking quotes. 

 The proposed R&R allocations as detailed in the report were proposed by Cllr D 



            6 

Ledger and seconded by Cllr M Cope. 

A vote was held and this was AGREED. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Closed: 20.40pm 

 

Next Meeting:  23rd November 2022 


