NEWARK TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday
15" March 2023 in the Council Chamber, at the Town Hall.

Membership Present: Councillor D Ledger (Chairman)

Councillors J Baggaley (Vice-Chairman) (Ap)
Mrs | Brown

M Cope

E Cropper

Mrs R Crowe

R A Crowe

Mrs G Dawn (Ap)
L Geary

L Goff

J Henderson (Ap)
J Lee

D Lloyd

T Mathias (Ap)
Ms J Oliver

J Olson

M Skinner

S Vickers (Ap)

Apologies for Absence: | Councillors J Baggaley, Mrs G Dawn, J
Henderson, T Mathias, S Vickers

Officers Present: Town Clerk Matthew Gleadell

Taking Notes: PA to the Town Clerk Helen Crossland

There was one member of the public present.

Venue;: Council Chamber, Newark Town Hall



http://www.newark.gov.uk/

FGP89/22/23

Minutes of the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee
held on Wednesday 15" February 2023

CliIr J Lee requested an amendment to FGP79/22/23 paragraph 5, as follows:
‘Cllr Lee asked for confirmation that there would be no significant cost

The amendment above was AGREED.

Clir M Cope then raised a question about the Minutes that followed the Exempt
Motion, FGP84/22/23; they were not on pink paper (to indicate they were
Exempt) and asked why this was so.

The Town Clerk responded that, in his opinion, there was nothing in those actual
Minutes that could not be in the public domain.

There was some discussion with regard to the level of detail contained therein
and the Town Clerk said he would bear this in mind for future meetings.

Clir D Lloyd asked for clarification that the Reports from that meeting, that were
on pink paper, would remain confidential. The Town Clerk confirmed that they
would.

The Minutes of the last meeting were then proposed by Clir D Ledger and
seconded by CliIr L Goff and would be signed in due course.

FGP90/22/23 | Declarations of Interest
It was AGREED to accept any Declarations of Interest as and when they arose
during the meeting.

FGP91/22/23 | Payment Schedules 10/23 & 11/23
Cllr L Geary raised a query with Voucher 1194 — Notts County Council —
Pensions; she thought the amount was very low.
The Town Clerk responded that the sum was for a single individual.
Clir J Lee then asked about Voucher 1337 — Armed Forces Day; he wanted to
know what it was for and was happy for confirmation after the meeting.
The Payment Schedules were then proposed by Clir Goff and seconded by Clir
D Lloyd.
Members APPROVED Payment Schedule 10/23 and 11/23 in the sum of
£166,526.94 (one hundred and sixty six thousand, five hundred and twenty six
pounds and 94p) and £118,777.91 (one hundred and eighteen thousand, seven
hundred and seventy seven pounds and 91p) respectively.

FGP92/22/23 | Units Adjoining Colonnades

Clir D Lloyd began the discussion on this item.

Bearing in mind the cost of the associated works he proposed an amendment to
the proposals, in that Standing Order 38 (2) be waived and Standing Order 38
(1) be applied. Clir D Ledger seconded the proposal.

The Town Clerk pointed out that the funds which are potentially to be used to
cover the cost may need to be reinstated in the budget at the end of the financial




year rather than those funds reverting to general reserves.

Cllr L Goff asked if any of the works would be covered in an insurance claim
(storm damage for instance); the Town Clerk responded that the damage had
been caused by a lack of maintenance over a number of years and was not
therefore an insurance claim.

After further discussion it was decided that the Town Clerk be given Delegated
Authority, along with the Chairman of this Committee, to meet and decide on the
contractor to undertake the work when further quotes have been obtained.

The recommendation was therefore amended to include Clir D Lloyds proposal;
a vote was held and this was AGREED.

With the inclusion of the above,

0] Member SUPPORTED the replacement of the valleys in the roof
structures of the glass dome units either side of the Colonnades and
authorised the Town Clerk with the Chair of FGP to appoint a contractor
based on their assessment of quotes obtained.

(i) Members also AGREED that, subject to Listed Building Consent and
Planning Approval, that the roof structure of the wine store is replaced and
the authorised the Town Clerk with the Chair of FGP to appoint a
contractor based on their assessment of quotes obtained.

FGP93/22/23 | Projects Update
Clir Mrs R Crowe asked where the ‘alternative location’ was that had been
identified for a Children’s Burial area.
She was informed that it was at the Thoresby Road end, on the left — there is a
large open space that could be used for this purpose.
Clir Mrs R Crowe responded that if that area were to be used, surely some burial
spaces that have already been identified would be lost. She also asked how
long ‘in due course’ would be, before any presentation to this Council.
This matter has been discussed by this Committee for a number of years now.
The Town Clerk said that he had chased the architect recently and will continue
to apply pressure to get some provisional designs.
Clir L Goff made comment about the current bin store, and how it is often
overflowing.
Clir L Geary thanked the Town Clerk for the comprehensive report.
Members then NOTED the contents of the report.

FGP94/22/23 | Meeting Dates

ClIr L Geary started the discussion on this item. She felt that the date for Mayor
Making should be included in the Town Council ‘column’, not at the bottom of the
page. She also requested that the schedule be sent to all Councillors
separately.

Cllr J Lee said that all dates would need to go to all Councillors as soon as
possible following the forthcoming elections.

The Town Clerk reported that he intended to give the newly elected council post
May 2023 elections the choice to decide how they wanted to run the Town




Council in terms of meeting dates and committee structures and as such these
dates are subject to change.

Clir Mrs | Brown then spoke and said she was having difficulty hearing what was
going on. General discussion followed regarding what might be arranged for
future meetings in terms of hearing loops.

Clir M Cope pointed out that the budget had just been set and no costings had
been put in for any work of this type.

The Town Clerk reported that he had been looking at trying to rig up the
speakers that had been used at the Sunday Band Concerts but they had now
failed completely.

He also said he was conscious of the desire to improve accessibility to these
meetings; and perhaps an alternative location with established hearing loops
might need to be investigated.

Members AGREED to recommend the meeting schedule as set out in the
Agenda Report to the next meeting of the Full Town Council.

FGP95/22/23

Motion to Exclude the Press and Public

Cllir D Ledger proposed, and Cllr E Cropper seconded that under the Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the
Local Government Act 1972) the press and public be excluded from the
remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the Committee’s remaining
business involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the
Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006, and the public
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing
the information.

The member of the public left the meeting at this point.

FGP96/22/23

Cultural Heart of Newark (CHN) — Project Delivery

Members NOTED the intended changes to the delivery framework for the
project.

Meeting Closed: 20.10 Next Meeting: 19t April 2023




