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 Tel: 01636 680 333  ~  Fax: 01636 680 350 
 Email: post@newark.gov.uk  ~   Website: www.newark.gov.uk  

 
  
 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 
27th July 2022 in the Council Chamber, at the Town Hall. 
 

Membership Present: Councillor J Baggaley (Vice-Chairman) 

 

 

 

Councillors 

 

 

 

 

Mrs I Brown  

M Cope  

E Cropper  

Mrs R Crowe  

R A Crowe  

Mrs G Dawn  

L Geary 

L Goff    

J Henderson 

D Ledger  

J Lee  

D Lloyd (Ap) 

T Mathias (Ap) 

Ms J Oliver  

J Olson 

M Skinner  

S Vickers (Ap) 

Apologies for Absence:  Councillors D Lloyd, T Mathias, S Vickers 

Officers Present: Town Clerk Matthew Gleadell 

Taking Notes: Town Clerk  

 There were no members of the public present. 

Venue: Council Chamber, Newark Town Hall 
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FGP09/22/23 Minutes of the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 
held on Wednesday 15th June 2022  

 The Minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr D Ledger, seconded by 
Cllr L Geary, and AGREED. 

FGP10/22/23 Matters Arising 

   There were no Matters Arising. 

FGP11/22/23 Declarations of Interest  

 Cllr J Olson declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 7. 

It was AGREED to accept any other Declarations of Interest as and when they 
arose during the meeting. 

FGP12/22/23 Finance & General Purposes Committee Chairman and Political 
Appointments 

 Members NOTED that Cllr J Henderson had formally tendered his resignation as 
Chairman of this Committee.  A new Chairman will be appointed at the next Full 
Town Council meeting (14 September 2022). 

Members also NOTED that Cllr J Henderson had stood down as the leader of 
the Alliance Group; Cllr D Ledger had been appointed as the new Leader of the 
Group. 

FGP13/22/23 Payment Schedule 

 The Payment Schedule was proposed by Cllr J Olson and seconded by Cllr L 
Goff. 

Members then APPROVED Payment Schedule 02/23 in the sum of £175,029.04 
(one hundred and seventy five thousand, and twenty nine pounds and 4p). 

FGP14/2/23 Voluntary Body/Community Events Grant Applications 

 Cllr D Ledger fully supported the grant application by ‘Just Sing’ and was very 
supportive of the charity that would benefit (Newark Women’s Aid). 

Cllr M Cope also fully supported the application, especially if Cllr J Olson was 
taking part. 

Cllr M Cope noted the effort to reduce paperwork by not including the application 
within the Agenda but indicated that he would prefer it to be included in future. 

The application was proposed by Cllr D Ledger, and seconded by Cllr E 
Cropper; following a vote it was AGREED to give free use of the Ballroom on 
26th November 2022 for a concert, at a cost of £143.75. 

FGP15/22/23 Christmas Lights & Switch On Event 

 Cllr D Ledger began discussion of this item. 

The absence of fireworks last year was bemoaned by many on social media, and 
she supported the re-introduction of them for 2022. 

Cllr LG pointed out that fireworks could be both good and bad – the quieter ones 
would certainly be good to help with animals and children that don’t like noise. 
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Cllr J Olson noted that the cone tree was, in fact, in year 2 of the 3 year contract 
and not year 3 as was suggested in the report. 

Cllr G Dawn felt that everyone should be keen to get back to normal following 
the pandemic.  The video made for the switch on previously was poor, and there 
was no atmosphere. 

Cllr M Cope felt that there should be video provision for those who may be 
unable to attend (for example, the elderly). 

Cllr E Cropper thought that a live Facebook feed could be beneficial.  Ludlow 
Council had made a Christmas video, which was a good example. 

Cllr Mrs R Crowe thought that more schools should be involved and could 
include Coddington School. 

Cllr M Skinner then proposed, Cllr D Ledger seconded the report, and it was 

RESOLVED to hold the Christmas Lights Switch On event on Sunday 27th 
November, and that the event should conclude with fireworks.  Efforts should be 
made to lessen the noise impact of the fireworks and an improved approach to a 
recorded version of the Switch On is to be pursued. 

 Cllrs J Lee and R A Crowe joined the meeting at this point. 

FGP16/22/23 Newark Cultural Heart Events Update 

 The Town Clerk went through this report in detail (marked ‘To Follow’ in the 
Agenda). 

Cllr L Goff gave this thanks that funds were going to be raised for the Mayor’s 
Charity through the Newark Festival. 

Cllr J Olson thought that the band playing at the Traditions Festival on Saturday 
was very loud and interrupted the dancers. 

Cllr I Brown raised concerns as to the lack of public transport to events in the 
Town, especially on a Sunday. 

Cllr D Ledger noted that there was no bus service into the Town after 6pm on 
any day of the week, from her ward. 

Cllr J Lee asked if some of the financial data from shops would be available to 
Members; IH reported that an anonymised report would be possible. 

FGP17/22/23 Colonnades and Adjoining Units in Town Hall – charging arrangements for 
hire 

 Cllr J Henderson believed that there should be a charging policy, but charitable 
groups could apply for a reduction in cost, or free use as they do currently for the 
Ballroom and other rooms within the Town Hall. 

 Cllr L Goff thought that the use of space should be encouraged. 

 Cllr M Cope thought that a policy should be developed with discretion to enable 
support for charitable caused. 

It was AGREED that the Town Clerk should develop a suitable policy for the 
Town Council to consider. 
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FGP18/22/23 General Sikorski Cemetery Statue 

 Cllr J Henderson supported the statue but thought there could be a better 
location that the one proposed.  He thought the location was not prominent 
enough. 

 Cllr G Dawn also supported the proposal.  She pointed out that the Polish 
Cemetery is immaculate, and it was owed to the Polish men and women who 
were laid to rest there to deliver this statue; she could not think of a better place. 

 Cllr M Cope said it was an honour to have provided a resting place for the 
General and he also could not think of a better location.  The statue design was 
such that Sikorski is tipping his cap to this fallen comrades. 

Cllr L Geary thanked the Town Clerk for his comment at 2.7 on the report 
regarding the funding for the statue. 

 A vote was held and it was AGREED that the statue be approved for erection in 
the cemetery and in the location proposed. 

FGP29/22/23 Motion to Exclude the Press and Public 

 Cllr R A Crowe proposed, and Cllr J Henderson seconded that under the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the 
Local Government Act 1972) the press and public be excluded from the 
remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the Committee’s remaining 
business involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the 
Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006, and the public 
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing 
the information. 

FGP30/22/23 Land Sale Request (1) 

 The Town Clerk advised that the matter did not need to be discussed as the 
applicant had withdrawn their request. 

FGP31/22/23 Land Sale Request (2) 

 Exempt Item 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


