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     Newark  Town  Council 
 
 Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU 
 Tel: 01636 680 333  ~  Fax: 01636 680 350 
 Email: post@newark.gov.uk  ~   Website: www.newark.gov.uk  

 
  
 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 4th 
January 2023 in the Council Chamber, at the Town Hall. 
 

Membership Present: Councillor D Ledger (Chairman) (Ap) 

 

 

 

Councillors 

 

 

 

 

J Baggaley (Vice-Chairman) (Ap) 

Mrs I Brown  

M Cope (Ap) 

E Cropper  

Mrs R Crowe  

R A Crowe  

Mrs G Dawn (Ap) 

L Geary 

L Goff    

J Henderson (Ap) 

J Lee 

D Lloyd  

T Mathias  

Ms J Oliver  

J Olson 

M Skinner  

S Vickers  

Apologies for Absence:  Councillors D Ledger, J Baggaley, M Cope, 
Mrs G Dawn, J Henderson 

Officers Present: Town Clerk Matthew Gleadell 

Taking Notes: PA to the Town Clerk Helen Crossland 

 There were no members of the public or press present. 

Venue: Council Chamber, Newark Town Hall 

 
 
 
 

http://www.newark.gov.uk/
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Prior to the meeting the Town Clerk reminded Members that as the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
had sent apologies, someone would need to invoke Standing Order 7a to elect a Chairman for this 
meeting. 
 
Cllr L Geary proposed, Cllr T Mathias seconded, that Cllr J Olson be elected as Chairman.  Following 
a vote, this was AGREED. 
 
 

FGP67/22/23 Minutes of the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 
held on Wednesday 23rd November 2022  

 Following the meeting of the Full Town Council there were some minor 
amendments to the Minutes of the last meeting of this Committee. 

The amended Minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr l Goff, 
seconded by Cllr L Geary and AGREED. 

FGP68/22/23 Minutes of the Climate Change Working Group held on Wednesday 7th 
December 2022 

 The Town Clerk informed Members that the elected Chairman of this group 
should read ‘Cllr E Cropper’ and not ‘Cllr J Henderson’. 

With the above amendment, Members RECEIVED and NOTED the Minutes of 
the Climate Change Working Group held on Wednesday 7th December 2022. 

FGP69/22/23 Declarations of Interest  

 Cllr D Lloyd declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda Item Number 10 and 
informed Members that he would leave the meeting when this was to be 
discussed. 

It was AGREED to accept any other Declarations of Interest as and when they 
arose during the meeting. 

FGP70/22/23 Payment Schedule 

 Payment Schedule 08/23 was proposed by Cllr L Geary and seconded by Cllr S 
Vickers.            

Members then APPROVED Payment Schedule 08/23 in the sum of £319,323.81 
(three hundred and nineteen thousand, three hundred and twenty three pounds 
and 81p). 

FGP71/22/23 East Midlands Devolution Consultation 

 The Town Clerk introduced this item and invited Members to open the 
discussion. 

Cllr D Lloyd then spoke; he said he was not really in favour of this scheme of 
government.  For the last 39 years we had been under-funded per capita 
compared to all other regions.  

This would give parity with the bigger areas of this country, so he would 
reluctantly support it.  He suggested that if voted for, it would present more 
money. 

Cllr L Geary asked when the election would be (for the Mayor); Cllr D Lloyd 
responded that it would be held in May 2024. 

Cllr J Lee then talked about the area he was from, Manchester, and gave some 
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examples of how this sort of devolution worked really well. 

Cllr L Goff joined the discussion and talked about the limited bus service in 
Newark and various other points on general transport around the town. 

Cllr E Cropper then spoke; she said she did not agree with HS2 and realised that 
she was in the minority but thought that some really good things could come 
from the Devolution Plan.  It would be good to be part of it and to have a voice. 

Cllr D Lloyd then proposed the following responses to the Questionnaire: 

Section 1 – Governance 

Agree. 

Section 2 – Homes 

Strongly agree; possibly comment on provision for Gypsies/Travellers? 

Section 3 – Skills 

Strongly agree; add localising careers advice to connect businesses/employers 
to educational providers to create meaningful career pathways. 

Section 4 – Transport 

Strongly agree. 

Section 5 – Reducing Carbon/Net Zero 

Strongly agree; comment on co-ordinating the Local Nature Recovery Strategies. 

Section 6 – Public Health 

Strongly agree. 

Your Comment 

Powers/functions of County/District Councils be devolved or co-ordinated at the 
most local level. 

Ensure Districts and Counties engage Towns and Parishes in pertinent policy 
development, scrutiny of delivery and any localised proposals. 

LEP and business engagement – how will it be done and how will local 
representative groups feed in. 

The above was seconded by Cllr Mrs R Crowe. 

Cllr S Vickers asked about a point within Section 4 ‘The ability to accelerate the 
delivery of smart, integrated ticketing across all local modes of transport in the 
Area’. 

He asked if this was referring to an App; Cllr M Skinner thought that it was. 

Cllr L Geary proposed a comment along the lines of improving public transport; 
this was seconded by Cllr L Goff. 

Cllr S Vickers said he would not support focussing on public transport. 

A vote was held and this proposal was NOT AGREED. 

Cllr D Lloyd said that if the vote for his proposal was not unanimous, it should not 
be agreed. 

The original proposal from Cllr D Lloyd was then voted on and AGREED. 

 1.1 Members AGREED that Newark Town Council should respond to the 
consultation as above. 
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FGP72/22/23 Bin Store 

 The Town Clerk began discussion on this item.  He said he had recent 
assurances from Newark & Sherwood District Council that they are working on 
this. 

Cllr L Geary supported the recommendations and agreed that the County 
Council should be pursued to transfer the land as in the Agenda Report. 

Cllr D Lloyd then proposed that Recommendation 1.1 be deleted, and 
Recommendation 1.2 should be Approved. 

This was seconded by Cllr L Geary; a vote was held and: 

 1.2 Members AGREED that the Clerk should seek an urgent meeting with 
officers at N&SDC alongside representatives from Historic England and 
the Church to engage in meaningful discussion about the bin storage 
issues facing the town centre. 

The importance that the Town Council attaches to addressing the problem 
should be stressed, and it should be made clear that there is a very firm 
expectation from the Town Council that the issue of bin storage will be the 
clear focus of any town centre master planning work being undertaken. 

Cllr D Lloyd asked if the Town Clerk could provide an indicative cost of the 
designs for the Bin Store, at a later date. 

 Cllr Mrs I Brown commented that the report attached in the Agenda was too 
small to read.  It was agreed to send paper copies in larger print in the future if 
there was a need to do so. 

Cllr L Goff asked about using a projector and screen for such a purpose and the 
Town Clerk said he would look into this. 

FGP73/22/23 London Road Toilets and Retail Unit 

 The Town Clerk went through the Agenda Report. 

Cllr D Lloyd proposed, Cllr Mrs R Crowe seconded, the recommendations in the 
Report. 

A vote was held and: 

 1.1 Members then SUPPORTED the commissioning of a valuation, market 
assessment and option appraisal for the unit with those costs being met 
from the Councils Devolution Reserve. 

 1.2 Members AGREED to give the Town Clerk delegated authority to select 
an appropriate provider for the necessary professional support needed to 
obtain an appropriate valuation and assessment of the building. 

FGP74/22/23 Sherwood Avenue Park Project Update 

 Cllr R A Crowe asked the Town Clerk how much money was raised from 
allowing various banners on fences around the town. 

The Town Clerk said there was no income; he was under the impression that the 
banners belonged to Newark & Sherwood District Council. 

Cllr Mrs R Crowe pointed out that one in particular was not – that belonged to a 
local building merchant and should be removed. 
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The Town Clerk agreed to get this done and to speak to N&SDC about their 
banners too. 

The recommendations were then proposed by Cllr J Olson and seconded by Cllr 
E Cropper. 

 1.1 Members then NOTED the ambition from officers to deliver for a wider 
improvements scheme for Sherwood Avenue Park. 

 1.2 Members also SUPPORTED the use of the £10,000 already allocated to 
help with initial project development costs. 

FGP75/22/23 Cultural Heart of Newark – Project Update and Capital Consultation 

 Cllr J Lee started the discussion of this item; he said he was concerned that 
some of these schemes had not been financed. 

The Town Clerk responded that the project is currently about speaking to people 
and agreeing in principle.  The costs would come later.  The consultant engaged 
would know the budget that is being worked to. 

Cllr L Geary said that the diagram on page 67 of the report was not right; the 
project would not become self-financing.  As soon as the money ran out, the 
project would not survive. 

Cllr Mrs I Brown asked when any feedback from the questionnaire that had been 
given out around the market would be available. She had received some 
comments about doing something ‘a bit different’. 

The Town Clerk asked if Cllr Mrs I Brown was talking about the Christmas Lights 
Switch On; she confirmed that it was. 

Some discussion followed with regard to the actual event that had taken place. 

Cllr J Lee proposed that the Town Clerk obtain some costings; this was 
seconded by Cllr Mrs R Crowe. 

Cllr J Olson said that para 2.8 in the report should be agreed as priorities. 

The Town Clerk explained what was happening with this at the moment, and 
again asked for the Town Council’s agreement ‘in principle’. 

 1.1 Members requested that the update and presentation in relation to the 
project be circulated via email following the meeting.  The Town Clerk 
AGREED to do this. 

 1.2 Members then REVIEWED the capital items being proposed and 
AGREED that the Town Council supported them, in principle, at this 
stage. 

 

 
 

 

 

Meeting Closed: 8.55pm Next Meeting:  15th February 2023 


