NEWARK TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, Market Place, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1DU
Tel: 01636 680 333 ~ Fax: 01636 680 350
Email: post@newark.gov.uk ~ Website: www.newark.gov.uk

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 7t
September 2022 in the Council Chamber, at the Town Hall.

Membership Present: Councillor J Baggaley (Vice-Chairman) (Ap)

Councillors Mrs | Brown (Ap)
M Cope

E Cropper

Mrs R Crowe

R A Crowe

Mrs G Dawn (A)
L Geary

L Goff

J Henderson (Ap)
D Ledger

J Lee (Ap)

D Lloyd

T Mathias

Ms J Oliver

J Olson

M Skinner

S Vickers

Apologies for Absence: | Councillors J Baggaley, Mrs | Brown,
J Henderson, J Lee

Officers Present: Town Clerk Matthew Gleadell

Taking Notes: PA to the Town Clerk Helen Crossland

There were no members of the public present.

Venue;: Council Chamber, Newark Town Hall



http://www.newark.gov.uk/

As the Vice-Chairman had given apologies for the meeting, Clir D Lloyd proposed, Clir J Olson
seconded, that Cllr D Ledger be appointed Chairman on this occasion. A vote was held and this was
AGREED.

FGP32/22/23 Minutes of the last meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee
held on Wednesday 27" July 2022

It was NOTED that on page 6, FGP15/22/23 — Christmas Lights & Switch On
Event, paragraph 8, it had been Clir Mrs R Crowe who had suggested that
Coddington School could be included, not Clir J Olson.

It was also NOTED that the Committee Membership should be amended as Clir
Mrs | Brown was listed as the Vice-Chairman, this should be Clir J Baggaley.

With the amendments as noted above, the Minutes of the last meeting were
proposed by ClIr J Olson, seconded by Cllr Mrs R Crowe, and AGREED.
FGP33/22/23 Matters Arising

There were no other Matters Arising.

FGP34/22/23 Declarations of Interest

It was AGREED to accept any Declarations of Interest as and when they arose
during the meeting.

FGP35/22/23 Payment Schedules

Clir R A Crowe raised a question in relation to Vouchers with regard to
‘Cemetery Upkeep’ and asked if there was any update on the Kiddey Stones.

The Town Clerk responded that he is due to meet with the Site Manager of the
Middlebeck development in the near future and would be pushing for the stones
to be included in the Middlebeck site as planned.

Clir R A Crowe then suggested that the Town Clerk should look at the Kiddey
Stones (lifting the tarpaulin that is covering them) to ensure that the sandstone is
in good condition.

Cllr J Olson asked for confirmation that the installation of the Kiddey Stones
would be going ahead as previously discussed.

The Town Clerk said he would know more once he had attended the
aforementioned meeting.

The Payment Schedules were proposed by Clir L Goff and seconded by Clir L
Geary.

Members then APPROVED Payment Schedules 03/23 and 04/23 in the sum of
£127,477.12 (one hundred and twenty seven thousand, four hundred and
seventy seven pounds and 12p) and £198,075.19 (one hundred and ninety eight
thousand and seventy five pounds and 19p) respectively.

FGP36/22/23 Urgent Decision taken under the Scheme of Delegation

Clir M Cope queried why it had been necessary to use the Scheme of Delegation
for this request; the date of the function was not until October, so it could have
been on the next Agenda Item for this Committee.



FGP37/2/23

FGP38/22/23

The Town Clerk explained that there had been some communication problems
and the application should have been on the last Agenda for this Committee. In
order for the applicant to plan the event in good time he had deemed it
necessary to use the Scheme of Delegation and had consulted with the Vice-
Chairman of this Committee.

Members then NOTED the decision to SUPPORT the application for a Voluntary
Body Grant Application from the Emmaus Trust on Thursday 20" October 2022.

Voluntary Body/Community Events Grant Applications

It was proposed by Clir D Ledger, seconded by Clir L Goff that the following
application for free use of the Town Hall be agreed:

0] Palace Singers

A request for use of rooms on the 11™ October 2022 to hold a coffee
morning concert to raise funds for a local charity, The Emmaus Trust, at a
total cost of £195.00.

A vote was held and this request was AGREED.

Cllir Mrs R Crowe declared a non pecuniary interest in the next application and
would not take part in the vote/discussion.

Discussion then followed in relation to the second request by the Newark &
Sherwood Concert Band.

Clir D Ledger was concerned that the allocated budget might be used up a lot
earlier than expected if the full amount was granted and proposed that the sum
of £300 be granted. ClIr L Goff seconded this proposal.

CliIr D Lloyd then spoke; he asked if the Town Hall would get the income from the
bar, and also whether or not this Band gave the Town Council any discount for
their performances.

The Town Clerk replied that the Town Council would receive the bar income and
other Members confirmed that a discount had been given in the past for events
they had been booked for.

General discussion followed and ClIr D Ledger withdrew her proposal.

It was decided that the application should be considered for the full cost as
below.

(i)  Newark & Sherwood Concert Band

A request for use of rooms on the 5" November 2022 to hold a 25%
Anniversary Dinner for the Band’'s Members at a cost of £479.15

A vote was held and this request was AGREED.

Peat Free Compost for 2023

Clir D Ledger began the discussion on this Agenda Item and said she was happy
to accept the report.

Clir E Cropper then spoke at length on the subject. She was concerned that
there had not been any trials so far of peat free compost despite being told there
would be since December 2020, and it was also agreed by the Council in March
of this year.



FGP39/22/23

ClIr E Cropper also felt that the supplier's comments, as in the report, was not a
good reason to continue using peat and that they were not forward thinking
enough.

She pointed out that there was now a legal requirement for the domestic use of
peat in compost to cease by 2024, and commercial use will also be banned by
2028.

Clir E Cropper then proposed that the Committee agree to the trials on the
proviso that the Town Council stop buying peat based compost by the time the
compost needed to be purchased for the 2024 displays. Further, that the Town
Council should make the public aware of what they are doing and the reasons
why.

Clirs L Geary and J Olson agreed with Cllr E Cropper.

Clir D Lloyd then spoke; he said he was almost in agreement with Clir E
Cropper, but he had no idea of any cost implications at this time. Any trials must

be meaningful in order for the Town Council to see the impact and avoid any
reputational damage to the Town Council

He agreed with the report and also felt that more ‘groups’ should be involved
(Newark in Bloom for instance).

The Town Clerk then told Members his vision of what could be done and said he
would welcome any input, or contacts that other people might have to assist in
preparing for peat tree as he himself is no horticultural expert.

Clr E Cropper suggested that other Councils who have moved to peat free
compost could be contacted for advice.

Following discussion Members AGREED to undertake a meaningful trial in 2023
to assess the impact of peat free compost on floral displays, that in any event the
Council will move to Peat free in 2024 and appropriate public communications
will occur to advise of the change and the reasons why.

Allotment Fees and Charges

The Town Clerk went through the report.
Clir D Lloyd proposed, Clir M Cope seconded, a 4% increase to fees.

Clir E Cropper felt that the income from allotments should not be expected to
match the outgoings.

ClIr L Geary asked why the water charges were so high on the Hawton allotment
site; the Town Clerk said he did not know. He suggested that ‘push’ taps could
be installed so that they could not be left turned on accidentally — this was
thought to be a good idea.

Cllr L Geary asked if the allotment holders on that site should be informed that
they might have to pay some additional costs for water usage.

Cllr T Mathias noted that the Council has to provide this public service, but also
pointed out that there were only 303 people getting it.

Clir D Ledger then went through some figures she had worked out and proposed
an increase to the allotment charges to 25p per square metre.

ClIr T Mathias seconded the proposal.

CliIr D Lloyd withdrew his initial proposal.



FGP40/22/23

FGP41/22/23

FGP42/22/23

FGP43/22/23

FGP44/22/23

A vote was held and it was AGREED to increase allotment fees to 25p per
square metre.

Sherwood Avenue Bowls Club — Storage Facility

Members NOTED the contents of the report.
Clir D Lloyd proposed, ClIr J Olson seconded the recommendation as follows:

To give the Landlord consent to the erection and installation of a storage
container with the proviso that the container is painted a suitable green colour
and is appropriately screened close to its boundary with the highway and also to
minimise its negative visual impact for those using the bowling green.

It was also noted that the bowls club would still have to seek appropriate
planning permission.

A vote was held and it was AGREED to adopt the recommendation.

CCLA Mandate

Clir D Ledger proposed, Clir D Lloyd seconded:

To AGREE to the changes to signatory arrangements and policy for the
operation of the CCLA investment accounts as set out in the report.

Therefore, the current signatories for both the Deposit Fund and the Property
Fund which are Alan Mellor and James Radley, will be replaced by Matthew
Gleadell and Sean Alcock.

Members then discussed the addition of some Member signatories and an
internal policy created around access to and investments into the fund. The
Proposed Policy Arrangement and additional member signatories as set out in
the Agenda Report was AGREED.

Motion to Exclude the Press and Public

Clir D Ledger proposed, and Clir L Geary seconded that under the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the Local
Government Act 1972) the press and public be excluded from the remainder of
the meeting on the grounds that the Committee’s remaining business involves
the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Local Government
(Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006, and the public interest in
maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the
information.

Exempt Minute from FGP Committee held on Wednesday 27" July 2022

Clir D Ledger proposed, Clir L Goff seconded that the Exempt Minute be
accepted. A vote was held and this was AGREED.

Staffing and HR
ClIr L Geary declared a personal interest in this item.

@ It was AGREED to suspend Standing Order 37 and that NTC engage
the services of Personnel Advice and Solutions as their HR adviser.

(i) The potential financial impact of the National Pay Agreement on the
Council’s financial position was NOTED.



(iii) Members also NOTED the challenges created by the National Pay
Agreement on the grading and pay of certain roles within the Council
and AGREED to support appropriate external reviews being undertaken,
as outlined in the Agenda Report.

Meeting Closed: 20.40pm | Next Meeting: 12" October 2022




