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_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Wednesday 22nd February 2023 at 
7.30pm in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall. 
 

Membership Present: Town Mayor Cllr L Goff (in the Chair) 

 Councillors  J Baggaley (Ap) 

Mrs I Brown  

M G Cope  

E Cropper 

Mrs R Crowe  

R A Crowe  

Mrs G Dawn (Ap) 

L Geary 

J Henderson (Ap) 

D Ledger  

J Lee  

D Lloyd 

T Mathias  

Ms J Oliver  

J Olson 

M Skinner 

S Vickers (Ap) 

Apologies received from: Councillors J Baggaley, Mrs G Dawn,  

J Henderson, S Vickers 

Town Council Staff: Town Clerk 

PA to the Town Clerk 

Mayor’s Officer 

Matthew Gleadell 

Helen Crossland 

Pete Tomlinson 

 Mayor’s Chaplain Andrew Miller 

Public: There was one member of the public and one member of the 
press present.  

Venue: Council Chamber Town Hall 

 



 
 
The meeting was opened by the Town Mayor and Andrew Miller (Evangelical Church) said 
prayers.  Mr Miller then left the meeting. 
 
 

TC36/22/23 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Wednesday 14th December 
2022 

 The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2022 were 
proposed by Cllr D Lloyd, seconded by Cllr Ms J Oliver, and AGREED as a true and 
accurate record. 

The Minutes were then signed by the Mayor. 

TC37/22/23 Declarations of Interest from Members and Officers 

 It was AGREED to accept any Members Declarations, if any arose, during the meeting; 
all Declarations of Interest should already be contained within the Agenda reports. 

TC38/22/23  Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 4th 
January 2023 

 As the Chair and Vice Chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee had sent 
Apologies, Cllr J Olson who was elected as Chairman for the night, presented the 
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 4th January 
2023.      

TC39/22/23 Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Wednesday 11th January 2023 

 The Chairman, Cllr J Olson, presented the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 
Wednesday 11th January 2023. 

TC40/22/23 Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Wednesday 8th February 2023 

 The Chairman, Cllr J Olson, presented the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 
Wednesday 8th February 2023. 

TC41/22/23 Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 15th 
February 2023 

 The Chairman, Cllr D Ledger, presented the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee held on Wednesday 15th February 2023, marked ‘TO FOLLOW’ in the 
Agenda and which had been circulated to Members prior to the meeting. 

TC42/22/23 Revenue Budget & Precept 2023/2024 

 The Town Clerk explained the papers produced and shared at this meeting were in 
addition to the Agenda report and designed to assist with any debate should there be 
any in relation to the budget and that they are the same figures seen by the FGP meeting 
but in what he hoped was an easier format to review.  

Cllr M Cope proposed the suspension of Standing Order 7 h – ‘Extending the time limit 
for speeches.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs R Crowe and AGREED. 

Cllr D Ledger then spoke. She said she had not had a chance to look at the figures 
presented at the meeting; she was quite happy with the ways things have gone forward.  
She felt that the papers presented this evening were a bit confusing.  

The Town Clerk said that Cllr D Ledger has asked for a more ‘condensed’ version for the 
Finance & General Purposes Committee; and the papers tonight had clearly caused her 
some concern. 



Cllr L Geary said she understood the pressure to make the budget balance.  She said 
she valued very much the Town Council providing entertainment in the town and had 
seen the beneficial effects within the town. 

Cllr Geary drew attention to Item 4 on page 2, Reduce Markets Marketing and 
Promotions Budget from £35,000 to £30,000 and said she did not agree with this. 

Cllr D Ledger proposed, Cllr J Olson seconded, the Revenue Budget and Precept 
2023/24 as presented. 

Cllr D Lloyd then spoke; he said that because the report had been deferred from the 
Finance & General Purposes Committee to this one, he had been expecting to be 
presented with a budget – the precept figures have to be given to Newark and Sherwood 
District Council tomorrow morning.  

He said on behalf of his group that they could not support the proposal on both 
procedural and service decisions.  

However, he welcomed the new headings and style that the Town Clerk had introduced.  
This showed the true cost of services – for instance the losses incurred providing Public 
Conveniences and Markets.  Difficult decisions will also have to be made in future in the 
determining of fees for the Cemetery and Allotments. 

Cllr Lloyd noted this was a budget that responded to cost of living crisis and rising 
staffing costs. Cllr D Lloyd said he preferred budgets to be aspirational. 

Cllr D Lloyd then talked about the cost for elections this year and there is normally a 
reserve for this, as such this is a one off cost.  

Cllr Lloyd noted that the Neighbourhood Plan reserve is being used to help with General 
Reserves and future spend. Cllr Lloyd proposed leaving £20k in the Neighbourhood Plan 
budget which would be taken from the CIL funds available. He stated DEFRA had issued 
new guidance just this morning with regard to Neighbourhood plans – they can now be 
‘specific’ – we could seek to defend open space for instance. The budget would leave a 
legacy and intent to the next Council to develop a Neighbourhood Plan. 

Also, as presented, final balances are not available; and no revised Medium Term 
Financial Plan is there. 

Newark Town Council is precepting just over £1m and will be open to public scrutiny as 
well as the next Council that is elected.  The papers presented at this meeting should be 
available for everyone who might wish to see them. 

Cllr D Lloyd then suggested that Cllr D Ledger might accept the changes he would be 
proposing and also resolve that budget monitoring will follow this alongside the updating 
of the Medium-Term Financial Plan.  

Cllr D Ledger agreed with Cllr D Lloyd’s suggestion as above. 

Cllr Lloyd spoke again; he said 4 years ago at the beginning of this Council, reserves for 
specified parks, museum/town hall plus the intent for the cemetery lodge and children’s 
burial area had been made. 

Cllr D Ledger was happy to accept Cllr D Lloyds suggestion. 

Cllr Lee spoke to the Members of the other groups present and said that without Cllrs D 
Lloyd, R Crowe, Mrs Crowe and M Cope they would be ‘dead in the water’ – those 
Councillors had saved them. 

He said their flagship policy was green/climate change and now they had removed an 
allocation for it from the budget. 

It was only the changes that those Councillors mentioned had made that had saved 
them; he thanked all the members of the Conservative Party. 

Cllr M Skinner said there had been aspirations that meetings could be made more 



accessible for people – there is nothing in the budget to accommodate this. 

Cllr J Olson then spoke; she said she valued the contribution form Cllr D Lloyd but did 
not want Cllr M Skinner to be given the credit for the accessibility issues. 

Cllr J Olson pointed out that they had tried to get things moving on the ‘green front’ but it 
had taken 4 years to establish a base line – nothing else could be done until this was 
achieved. 

Cllr L Geary said she had spoken to members of her group this evening and they said 
how important it was to agree the budget.  She said she would also be standing at the 
next election. 

Cllr E Cropper said that they had never had full control of the Council – everyone should 
be working together on this.   There will be a big underspend on the climate change 
budget that could be carried forward, but she felt that positive points had been made. 

Cllr M Cope said he stood by Cllr D Lloyds comments.  This was the first time in 28 years 
that the Chairman of F&GP had said ‘sorry I have not had time to look at the figures’. 

The Chairman of FGP should be presenting the budget, not the Town Clerk. 

Cllr M Cope then requested a Named Vote. 

Cllr D Ledger said that in response to the comments made tonight, she had taken on the 
Chair of FGP at a time where there was unrest in the Town Council.  The previous 
Chairman was unreliable at the time and she thought she would be able to take it on.  
She had not realised how long and how much time it would take.  She repeated that she 
had only seen some of the figures at this meeting. 

Cllr D Ledger then proposed the budget and precept with the amendments as proposed 
by Cllr D Lloyd.  This was seconded by Cllr J Olson. 

The named vote was: 

CLLR NAME FOR AGAINST ABSTAIN ABSENT 

J Baggaley     X 

Mrs I Brown   X  

M Cope  X   

E Cropper X    

Mrs R Crowe  X   

R Crowe  X   

Mrs G Dawn    X 

L Geary X    

L Goff X    

J Henderson    X 

D Ledger X    

J Lee  X   

D Lloyd  X   

T Mathias X    

J Oliver    X 



M Skinner    X 

S Vickers    X 

 6 5 1 6 

 

Cllr M Skinner and Cllr Ms J Oliver left the meeting during the vote, and returned to the 
meeting following it. 

The budget with the aforementioned amendments was carried. 

 a) Members AGREED the revenue budget for the financial year 2023/24 in 
respect of all services and functions operated by the Town Council. 

 b) Members AGREED the level of precept required for 2023/24 to meet the 
forecast expenditure in respect of all services and functions operated by the 
Town Council. 

The precept would therefore be £1,093,358.69, an increase of £38,818.69.  
This amounts to a Band D increase of £2.28 per annum for the Newark Town 
Council element of local Council Tax (£0.04 pence per week). 

 For the record, the Town Clerk pointed out that the figures tonight were the same that 
had been presented to the Finance & General Purposes Committee but shown in a 
different format.   

TC43/22/23 Town Mayor’s Announcements 

 The Town Mayor congratulated Cllr Mrs R Crowe on the Award for Services to Twinning 
in Emmendingen which was presented to her at the Last Night of the Proms Concert on 
4th February 2023.  The Town Mayor informed Members that Cllr Mrs R Crowe was only 
the 3rd person to receive this honour since the late Roland Cope (ex Town Mayor and 
Town Councillor in 2001). 

The Town Mayor then expressed his best wishes to Cllr Mrs G Dawn who was 
recuperating at home following a recent accident. 

East Midlands in Bloom was thanked; there had been visitors to the Town Hall prior to 
the AGM earlier in the day and it had been very successful. 

The Town Mayor then informed Members that he was going to a ‘Vigil for Ukraine’ on 
Friday at Ollerton, there would be a Ransom & Marles memorial on 2nd March at the 
Cemetery.  He also reminded Members that the Hercules Clay Civic Service would be 
held on Sunday 12th March. 

Members were informed that he had attended the funeral of Gladys Radcliffe, the wife of 
the late Vernon Radcliffe who was once the Museum Curator. 

 

Members were reminded that the next meeting of the Full Town Council would be the 
last one in the Town Mayor’s term of office. 

He invited everyone to attend the Parlour following the meeting for refreshments. 

TC44/22/23 Town Clerk’s Announcements 

 

 

 

The Town Clerk informed Members that he (and a number of staff) had met with 
representatives from the Police and ASB teams in an effort to understand what can be 
done to help keep staff safe following various incidents including an assault of a staff 
member.  

He also reported that an event is being planned for the King’s Coronation, involving a big 



 screen which will stream the event in the Market Place.  A grant application has been 
made to the National Lottery, with match funding also available from the CHN project.  If 
the grant is not successful there is a contingency, so the event will take place albeit the 
scale will be greater if the grant is successful.  The Palace is promoted a ‘Big Lunch’ and 
Newark Town Council will provide space for people to gather in the Town Centre to 
watch the event. 

Good progress is being made with finalising the strategy for peat free trials this summer 
in readiness for a move to Peat Free next year. 

Members have recently received copies of our in-house planning calendar which is used 
at weekly staff meeting to help with staff planning and logistics for various events, 
bookings, civic engagements and meeting.  This will be shared periodically to show 
Members just how much happens at the Town Hall and what is involved; some Members 
may be surprised at just how much goes on. 

The Town Clerk then reported that he had shared via email detailed election information 
and said that those considering standing for election should look at the documentation 
fairly soon. 

TC45/22/23 Notice of Motion 

  

TOWN COUNCIL MOTION 
 
On Wednesday 30th November 2022, the Planning Committee resolved by the casting 
vote of the Chairman on the night to object to the proposals for the A46 dualling in the 
statutory consultation. At that time, the Conservatives on the Planning Committee had 
supported the A46 proposals. In accordance with Standing Order “Rescission of 
Preceding Resolution” a motion is hereby submitted in accordance with Standing Order 6 
with 7 signatures from the Conservative Group thus enabling the Council to revise its 
submission.  
 
Since that meeting, Highways England has presented to the Planning Committee 
addressing the issues that had comprised the objection and this gives good cause for 
reconsideration. Simultaneously, views have been expressed by local businesses and 
residents indicating their disappointment that the Council has objected such that “it is a 
decision which is not only short-sighted but ill-considered and potentially very damaging” 
and noting that Newark Town Council is “the only local authority, public agency or 
business organisation along the whole of the A46 corridor and that the one that claims, 
uniquely, to represent Newark and its population, [that] has objected to this obvious and 
hugely important benefit for the town”.  
 
In the interests of the future of our town, the Conservative Group is proposing that this 
Council resolves to overturn the objection to the A46 proposals and instead submit that: 
 
‘Newark Town Council supports the proposals for the A46 bypass recognising the many 
advantages for our town with regard to: safety; congestion alleviation; connectivity and 
economic development, and; the necessary mitigation and environmental enhancement 
measures required both during and after construction. In so doing, the Council calls upon 
all agencies to expedite the development of the Southern Link Road in order that there 
can be effective traffic management solutions during the construction phase of the A46 
such that the traffic impact for residents and businesses, especially retail, is minimised.’  

 

The Town Mayor referred the above motion to the next meeting of the Planning 
Committee on Wednesday 8th March 2023. 

 



TC46/22/23 Questions from Town Councillors 

 There were no questions from Town Councillors. 

TC47/22/23 Questions from Members of the Public 

 There were no questions from Members of the Public. 

 
 
 
 

Meeting Closed: 20.45 Next Meeting: Wednesday 26th April 2023 


